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Officers 
discover 
boaters 
preparing 
for possible 
smuggling 
operation 


FWC Officers Piekenbrock, Alvarez, 
and Boley, were on routine water patrol in 
Boot Key Harbor when the officers 
observed a twin engine 32-foot Glasstream 
Marine vessel in the area with two men on 
board. 

Officers also observed fishing poles in 
the upright position in the stern rod 
holders. The officers decided to conduct a 
vessel stop and upon inspection, officers 
discovered approximately 210 gallons of 
fuel in fourteen separate 15-gallon 
containers located in the berthing area. 
The berthing area had no means of ventila- 
tion and had a strong odor of fuel emitting 
from it. Other items located onboard the 

See ARREST 2A 
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Flagship Cinema Building 
Becoming a Medical Center 





The empty Flagship Cinems building anchoring the Portogino Plaza on Campbell Drive and the Turnpike will soon 
br retrofitted as a Leon Medical Center. 


By Larry Diehl 

The Flagship Cinema 
building on Campbell Drive 
and the Turnpike Exit has 
been purchased. 

The building is to be 
rebuilt and leased to Leon 
Medical Centers. 

The 6.6 acre site was 
opened on April 21, 2006, 
significant as Homestead’s 
first movie theater since 
Hurricane Andrew destroyed 
the last one. 

The Cinema closed when 
Showbiz Cinemas at 
Homestead Station opened in 
October of 2019. 

Leon Medical Centers 
were founded by Benjamin 
Leon Jr. in August of 1996. 
The comprehensive 


outpatient healthcare clinics 
have eight current facilities in 
Miami-Dade County. The 
company is based in Doral. 

The Centers provide a 
wide-array of medical 
services from dentistry and 
diagnostics to primary care, 
oncology services, pain 
management, and urgent care 
Services. 

Michael Shealy, 
director of Leon Medical 


Centers real estate operations, 


confirmed the purchase and 
reconstruction of the existing 
49,021 theater building. 
Repurposing the space 
will result in a 43,663 square 
foot medical facility 
including examination rooms, 
imaging units, a physical 
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therapy center, a dental 
center, and a gym. 

The retrofit is expected to 
cost $16 million and take 
about a year to construct. 

Leon Health Services 
provides a new HMO owned 
and operated by the Leon 
family that offers health plans 
at Leon Medical Centers in 
conjunction with the 
insurer CIGNA. 

Homestead’s 
Development Services 
Department postponed a 
hearing set for April 19, set to 
consider the Department’s 
comments to the application 
to amend the master plan for 
Portofino Plaza, designed to 
accommodate new usage of 
the space. 


PATCHES moving to a new location in Florida City 


By David Volz 

The PATCHES program 
is in the early process of 
moving to a new home in 
Florida City. 

PATCHES 1s a facility 
that cares for medically 
complex children from 
birth to age 21. They are 
cared for 12 hours a day. 





The special children of PATCHES. 


Florida Senate passes bill that would 
strip Disney of its self-rule status 








By Dan McCaleb and 
Bethany Blankley, TCS 

The Florida Senate on 
Wednesday passed a 
measure that would strip 
Walt Disney Company of 
its self-governing status 
in the state. 

The Senate voted 
23-16 to amend a state 
statute creating a special 
district for Disney's 
property near Orlando 
that allowed the company 
to act as a self-governing 
authority like a county 
government. The measure 
would terminate all 
special governing dis- 
tricts created before the 
Florida Constitution was 
ratified in 1968. 

Florida Gov. Ron 
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It is a place that provides 
loving care for the 
children while their 
parents go to work or 
school. The children 
cannot be cared for in a 
traditional day care 
setting. It serves 50 to 60 
children Monday through 
Friday. 


FB 


DeSantis supports the 
proposed legislation, 
which now moves to the 
state House. 

The 1967 Reedy 
Creek Improvement Act 
established the Reedy 
Creek Improvement 
District, which created an 
independent governing 
entity controlled by the 
Walt Disney Company. 
As a result, “Disney is in 
control of everything 
from construction zoning, 
building codes and fire 
department services to 
controlling its own 
electricity, roads and 
water,” a Forbes analysis 
explains. 

Disney’s special 
governing status came 
into question after it pub- 
licly opposed the Parental 
Rights in Education law, 
which bans Florida 
schools and teachers from 
discussing "sexual 
orientation" or "gender 


PATCHES is now in 
the process of building a 
new facility. It will be 
moving to a new 
location on five acres at 
the intersection of South- 
west Seventh Street and 
187th Avenue or Redland 
Road. 

This land is now in an 
area considered unincor- 
porated Miami-Dade 
County and Florida City 
wants to annex this land. 
Florida CIty Mayor Otis 
Wallace just signed an 
interlocal agreement that 
must be approved by the 
Miami-Dade County 
Commission. 

“My goal is to help 
these kids. We are 
annexing land. A new 
campus for PATCHES 
will be built there,” said 
Wallace. 


Most of the children 
being cared for at 
PATCHES have severe 
health and medical needs. 
A child might have 
autism and a heart 
condition. A parent might 
be struggling to care for a 
baby born prematurely 
that has also suffered a 
stroke. And that parent or 
parents must work to 
support the family. 

The type of care 
provided by PATCHES is 
known as Prescribed 
Pediatric Extended Care 
(PPEC). They provide 
therapy and educational 
services to children. 

Eventually, PATCHES 
is hoping to care for 
young adults who have 
aged out of PPEC 
services. 

“We are in a rented 





space now and we are 
building a new facility. 
We are going to be 
opening a Pre-Kinder- 
garten through third 
grade school to provide 
care for our special needs 
children,” said Kyle 
Smith, one of PATCHES 
founders, a Registered 
Nurse and an 
administrator. 

PATCHES provides 
parents some peace of 
mind while they work. 
The program is staffed by 
health care professionals 
who are trained in the 
care of children with both 
sub-acute and chronic 
conditions. The center is 
fully equipped and staffed 
to accommodate children 
who require the support 
of ventilators, 

See PATCHES 2A 





Walt Disney World’ S Magie. Kingdom in Orlando, the world’ s most-visited theme park with almost 
21 million visitors a year. Tcs 


identity" with students in 
kindergarten through 
third grade classes. 
Numerous media 
outlets and opponents of 


the law claim it’s “anti- 
gay,” or uses the phrase, 


“Don’t say gay,” arguing 
it’s anti-LGBTQ. 

A review of the seven- 
page bill by The Center 
Square revealed no such 
language exists, including 
no mention of the word 


“gay.” 

Disney issued a 
statement supporting the 
LGBTQ community, 
adding its “goal as a 
company is for this law to 
be repealed by the legis- 
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Two 
Arrested 
on Card 
Sound 
Road 
with 
Stolen 
Boat 


(top) Rigoberto Morales, 54, 
and (bottom) Arlem Cristina 
Silva Cruz, 35, were arrested 


for boat theft. MCSO 
MCSO 
Two Stock Island 

residents were arrested 
Monday for stealing a 
boat in Key Largo. 

Rigoberto Morales, 54, 
and Arlem Cristina Silva 
Cruz, 35, were both 
charged with grand theft. 

The Sheriff’s Office 
was notified Monday that 
a 2015, 19-foot 
NauticStar boat worth an 
estimated $27,000 was 
stolen from a residence 
on Atlantic Boulevard in 
Key Largo. A be-on-the- 
lookout (BOLO) alert 
was issued. 

Deputies David 
Campbell and Michael 
O’Connor stopped a 
northbound Ford Crown 
Victoria pulling a boat 
matching the description 
on Card Sound Road at 
approximately 1 p.m. The 
boat was determined to 
be the stolen vessel. 

Morales was the driver 
and Silva Cruz was the 
passenger. Both gave 
conflicting stories as to 
why they had the boat. 

Silva Cruz eventually 
admitted to Det. Ignacio 
Molina they stole the boat 
and intended to take it to 
Hialeah to sell it. 

Morales and Silva 
Cruz were taken to jail. 

Boat thefts in the Keys 
are very prevalent. 
Securely lock all 
watercraft and trailers. 


lature or struck down in 
the courts, and we remain 
committed to supporting 
the national and state 
organizations working to 
achieve that." 

At a news conference 
March 31, DeSantis said 
repealing the 1967 law 
wouldn’t be in retaliation 
to Disney’s opposition to 
the parental rights law, 
ClickOrlando.com 
reported. 

“I would not say that 
that’d be retaliatory," 
DeSantis said. "I mean, 
the way I view it 1s, you 
know, there are certain 
entities that have exerted 
a lot of influence through 
corporate means to 
generate special 
privileges in the law. I 
don’t think we should 
have special privileges in 
the law at all.” 

Disney has not 
commented on the 
proposed legislation. 
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Zoo Miamvi’s “Party for the Planet” - 
An Earth Day Celebration Weekend 


Florida 
looking into 
pension plan 
to divest from 


Twitter 
By Bethany Blankley, 
TCS 


Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
Tuesday said the state of 
Florida would be looking 
into ways it can poten- 
tially “hold accountable” 
the Twitter board of 
directors. 

He made the remarks 
at a news conference in 
The Villages, where he 
signed another education 
reform bill into law. 

DeSantis' announce- 
ment came after it was 
reported that Twitter was 
considering “a poison pill 
to thwart” an offer that 
billionaire Elon Musk 
made to purchase the 
company. In response, 
Musk tweeted, “If the 
current Twitter board 
takes actions contrary to 
shareholder interests, they 
would be breaching their 
fiduciary duty. The liabil- 
ity they would thereby 
assume would be titanic in 
scale.” 

DeSantis said Tuesday 
the state of Florida has 
shares in Twitter, which 
he indicated was 
problematic. 

“I didn’t buy it,” he 
said referring to the state’s 
investment in Twitter. “We 
have people that run the 
fund. But nevertheless, it 
hasn’t been exactly great 
on returns on investment. 
It’s been pretty stagnant 
for many, many years. To 
me I think that’s probably 
an injury to the fund.” 

He said his administra- 
tion “was looking at ways 
the state of Florida poten- 
tially can be holding these 
Twitter board of directors 
accountable for breaching 
their fiduciary duty.” 

The Tesla CEO has 
been buying Twitter 
shares since the end of 
January, spending $2.64 
billion, according to an 
SEC filing. According to 
the filing, Musk owned 
9.1% of Twitter. Initially, 
Twitter CEO Parag Agra- 
wal expressed excitement 
that Musk would join 
Twitter’s board. Five days 
later, he announced Musk 
wasn’t joining the board. 

Four days after that, 
Musk offered to purchase 
Twitter, tweeting he would 
“endeavor to keep as 
many shareholders in 
privatized Twitter as 
allowed by law.” 

In his SEC filing, 
Musk included a letter to 
Bret Taylor, chairman of 
the board of Twitter, 
stating, “I invested in 
Twitter as I believe in its 
potential to be the 
platform for free speech 
around the globe, and I 
believe free speech is a 
societal imperative for a 
functioning democracy. 

“However, since 
making my investment 
I now realize the company 
will neither thrive nor 
serve this societal impera- 
tive in its current form. 
Twitter needs to be 
transformed as a private 
company.” 

He offered to buy 
100% of Twitter for 
$54.20 per share in cash. 

Musk, an avid Tweeter 
with 80 million followers, 
told Chris Anderson in a 
TED interview last week, 
“It’s just really important 
that people have the real- 
ity and the perception that 
they’re able to speak 
freely within the bounds 
of the law. I think 
broadly, the civilizational 
risk is decreased the more 
we can increase the trust 
of Twitter as a public 
platform.” 

Twitter isn’t the first 
company DeSantis is 
hoping to distance from 
Florida investment. 

Last December, 
Florida began divesting 
funds in what he called 
“woke corporations” 
operating in the state, 
DeSantis said. He made 
the announcement after 
he and two other trustees 
of the State Board of 
Administration voted to 
retake "control of the 
state pension fund’s 
proxy voting from outside 
fund managers who may 
pursue social ideologies 
inconsistent with the 
state’s values or the 
financial interests of the 
state’s investments, and 
by determining the state’s 
exposure to Chinese 
investments.” 


Guests can enjoy a mobile 
in-park scavenger hunt 
with prizes, a Community 
Resilience Pod, green 
conservation-themed 
activities for the whole 
family, live entertainment, 
the release of a 
rehabilitated hawk by 
Wildlife Rescue of Dade 
County, an educational 
presentation on painted 
dogs by Dr. Greg 
Rasmussen, plus fun for 
our animals! 


By Ron Magill, 
Zoo Miami 

During Party for the 
Planet, on April 23 & 24, 
2022 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Zoo Miami guests 
can enjoy a mobile 
in-park scavenger hunt 
with prizes. 

Children and adults 
can be planet heroes by 
participating in three 
educational missions to 
save our planet from 
environmental threats. 


Guests who complete the 
missions will receive a 
Zoo Miami-themed 
participation prize. 

Zoo Miami is proud to 
host the Community 
Resilience Pod, a 
transformed 40-foot 
shipping container 
designed to build 
awareness of resilience 
solutions to local threats. 

Visitors to Zoo Miami 
will be able to experience 
interactive and educa- 
tional displays in the pod 
that will highlight 
community-specific risks 
and provide guidance, 
resources and tools to 
"Be Prepared, Get Con- 
nected and Take Action." 

Zoo Miami guests can 
also enjoy “green” 
activities and entertain- 
ment for the family. 

Even our animals will 
be joining the fun with 
enrichment items made in 
our Jose Milton Animal 
Fun Factory from 


recycled and natural 
materials. 

On Sunday, April 24 
at 12 p.m., Dr. Greg 
Rasmussen, one of the 
world’s most renowned 
experts on the African 
Painted Dog will be 
doing a presentation at 
Critter Connection to be 
followed by a feeding at 
the African Painted Dog 
habitat. 

In addition, Lloyd 
Brown from Wildlife 
Rescue of Dade County 
will be releasing a res- 
cued and rehabilitated 
hawk on Sunday at noon 
in the zoo promenade. 

Guests can come in 
FREE of charge through- 
out the weekend when 
they turn in a cellphone 
as part of our ECO-CELL 
phone recycling program. 

These donated cell 
phones will help gorillas 
by helping to reduce the 
need to mine for coltan — 
a mineral extracted in the 


Ocean Reef Gets 
Three Virtues Camp-Ready 


With Easter weekend 
behind us and summer 
just around the corner, 
parents are now preparing 
for the long months 
ahead, with activities like 
summer camp to keep 
their little ones occupied. 

In much the same way, 
Homestead nonprofit 
Three Virtues Organiza- 
tion, Inc is gearing up 
also; and with a recent 
award from Key Largo’s 
Ocean Reef Community 
Foundation (ORCF), 
they’re starting in a great 
way. 

Three Virtues was 
recently granted 
$6,500 from ORCF to 
use for enrichment 
activities within their 
summer camp — a 
blessing the organiza- 
tion’s director, Deacon 
Alpha Fleurimond of 
Homestead’s Sacred 
Heart Church, says he 


ARREST from 1A 
vessel included: Two 
console GPS units, a 
handheld GPS, satellite 
phone, fuel transfer 
pump, and a large 
quantity of water and 
electrolyte beverages. 
FWC officers notified 
Customs and Boarder 


PATCHES from 1A 
tracheotomies, oxygen 
therapy and feeding 
tubes. They may have 
other special needs. There 
are also supportive 
therapies such as respira- 
tory care, educational 
programming and door- 
to-door transportation. 
The care providers at 
PATCHES realize that the 
self-esteem and self- 


will put to grateful use. 

“We are humbled by 
Ocean Reef Community 
Foundation's generosity 
as they allow us to 
complete our mission of 
serving low-income 
families in the Home- 
stead/Florida City area,” 
said Fleurimond. 

Three Virtues was 
honored alongside other 
nonprofit organizations 
throughout Homestead, 
Florida City, and Upper 
Keys who additionally 
received grants from 
ORCF. 

Last year, ORCF also 
provided necessary funds 
to Three Virtues so they 
could purchase a freezer 
and box truck for their 
food pantry. 

This year’s summer 
camp will be held from 
June 13 to July 29, at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, 
located on 145 NE 10th 


Protection (CBP), 
Homeland Security 
Investigations (HSI), and 
United States Coast 
Guard (USCG). 

The vessel and 
belongings were turned 
over to Homeland 
Security. Both vessel 
occupants reside from 


confidence of a child are 
brought about by 
encouragement, hugs and 
smiles. The program 
offers on onsite play- 
ground and daily 
enrichment programs. 
The goal is to help each 
child reach his or her 
potential in a safe and 
fun-filled, caring environ- 
ment, according to 
organization’s website. 


The 2022 


Street in Homestead, for 
all children up to 8 years 
old. 

For more information, 
visit Three Virtues 
Summer Camp website at 
https://threevirtuesorgan- 
ization.org/summer- 
camp/. 

For more information 
on ORCF and the other 
charities awarded, 
visit https://oceanreef- 
communityfoundation.org 
/grant-recipients/. 
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Hialeah. The two men 
were placed under arrest 
by FWC for transporta- 
tion of fuel in a compart- 
ment without proper 
ventilation and cited for 
littering. The incident is 
being investigated by HSI 
and more possible 
charges are pending. 


“Most of kids get 
better and leave the 
facility for regular school 
or daycare,” said Smith. 
“About 7 percent will be 
dependent on care 
always. By having them 
at a center like hours we 
eliminate social isolation, 
give them peer to peer 
support and a loving, 
caring environment.” 


Congressional Art Competition 
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SPRING INTO ACTION 





horrific slaughter of great 
apes for the illegal bush- 
meat trade. 

Instructions to join the 
mobile hunt, and the 
animal enrichment 
schedule can be found at 
www.zoomiami.org under 
Party for the Planet as 
well as at Zoo Miami. 


deep forests of Congo in 
Central Africa, home to 
the world’s endangered 
lowland gorillas. 

Fueled by the world- 
wide cell phone boom, 
Congo's unbridled coltan 
mining business has in 
recent years led to a 
dramatic reduction of 
animal habitat and the 


>JUNE 15- JULY 29T 


»F:30AM~4:30PM 
AGES KINDER TO 8TH 


CONTACT US AT (786) 610-9855 


THREEVIRTUES@ YAHOO.COM 




















Scott Gorham 
305-341-2003 

125 NE 8 Street 
Homestead 
scottgorham@allstate.com 


IT PAYS TO 
SWITCH. 


Drivers who switched A Istate © 


to Allstate saved an You're in good hands. 
average of $356a 
year. Call me today. 


Si, Hablo Español 
Savings based on national customer reported data for new 
policies written in 2016. Actual savings vary. Discounts subject to 
terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire & Casualty Ins. 
Co., Allstate Vehicle & Property Ins. Co., Allstate Property & 
Casualty Ins. Co. & affiliates: 2775 Sanders Rd. Northbrook, IL 
60062. © 2020 Allstate Insurance Co. 
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Lesli Burkhead, ra, crs 
305-282-9603 
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Public Service 
Announcement 


south Dade Technical College 
is applying for reaffirmation of 
accreditation with the Commission of 
the Council on Occupational Education. 
Persons wishing to make comments 
should write to the Executive Director 
of the Commission, Council on 
Occupational Education, 
7840 Roswell Road, Bldg.300, Suite 325 
Atlanta, GA 30350 
or submit their comments through the 
Council's website: www.counclil.org. 
Persons making comments must 
provide their names and 
mailing addresses. 
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Florida City Midnight Easter Egg Hunt 






On Saturday, April 16, Florida City held its annual Midnight Easter Egg Hunt at Loren Roberts Park. 
The family-oriented event featured music, food, fire trucks, a bounce house, and Egg Hunts for toddlers 


through adults with prizes. 


Clockwise from top left: Miami Dade Fire Rescue Engine 65 Crew let future firefighters find out what 
wearing turn-out gear was all about. The little ones filled their baskets. Many families came out for the food 


and the fun. 


Business Certifications Free 
Among CFK Summer Courses 


By Charlie Hudson 

Summer is not leisure time for students who choose 
to attend school, must work, or do both. The College 
of the Florida Keys (CFK) summer session begins 
Monday, May 16, 2022, and there are three special 
Free Rapid Credential programs for those interested in 
business. 

“The opportunities are part of a state-wide initiative 
to help individuals, particularly those negatively 
impacted by the pandemic, quickly train for a career. 
The programs are funded by the Governor's 
Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act Fund. 

Costs covered in CFK's Rapid Credential programs 
include: tuition, course fees, textbooks, and testing 
costs. There are no financial need requirements for 
students; however, they must complete the prescribed 
courses in the set time-frame. Program lengths range 
from one semester to two-and-a-half semesters. Some 
coursework will be online and some in person, 
depending on the program.” The Certification 
programs are Entrepreneurship (12 credits); Business 
Specialist (12 credits); and Business Operations (18 
credits). 





RECYCLE 


RIGHT 


Reduce contamination by recycling only the SIMPLE 5: 


PAPER 

CANS 
CARTONS 
CARDBOARD 


BOTTLES (PLASTIC & GLASS) 


What about the rest? 





RECYCLE THE 
SIMPLE 


l 







#RecycleRight @) @MiamiDadeSWM 


Visit miamidade.gov/recycling or call | 
311 for a full list of accepted recyclables — 
in Miami-Dade County's recycling 
program. When in doubt, leave it out. 
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Dr. Jonathan Gueverra, CFK Upper Keys Center President and 
CEO (left) has been welcoming students and visitors to the 
Center since the August 2021 grand opening. Hugh Hudson 

In their other regular programs, CFK is offering 
three different Summer Term options and new students 
must apply by May 1, 2022. 

‘Students can complete courses quickly in the six- 
week Summer term, May 16 - June 24. This term will 
include on-campus, online, and hybrid courses, which 
See CFK 4A 
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By David Volz 

Florida City and the 
developers of 14.2 acres 
of land at the Southwest 
Corner of West Palm 
Drive and South Krome 
Avenue are in the begin- 
ning phases of building a 
mixed-use development. 

It is expected that the 
project will involve $100 
million and be one of the 
largest developments in 
Florida City’s history. 

It is being referred to 
as Ocean Gate but this 
name could change over 
time. The property was 
previously owned by the 
Strano family. 

Jon Ward, executive 
director of the Florida 
City CRA has projected 
about 100,000 square feet 
or more of commercial 
space. 

One important goal is 
to build a large grocery 
store that would serve as 
an anchor tenant. In the 
recent past, such a store 
would be very large and 
would take up a large 
area. However, because 
of the trend toward home 
delivery of groceries, the 
grocery store might be 
smaller, maybe around 
30,000 square feet. 

“With all the home 
delivery of groceries, the 
new model for a grocery 
store is smaller. In the 
future, we are seeing that 
grocery stores will be 
smaller. We are also 
planning to have some 
restaurants and general 
stores. If it is a multi- 
story commercial build- 
ing, we will see doctor’s 
offices and clinics on the 
upper floors,” said Ward. 
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Hmmm, could it be a cold? 


| don’t know. What if it's allergies? 





Whatever it is, 
we ll take care of it. 


Because when you need care, 
there's no time for guessing games. 


Virtual Care | Urgent Care | Emergency Care 


—— IO 


Former Strano property in Florida City will make way for the $100 
million dollar project anticipated to bring 800 jobs. 


3A 


{| Initial work to begin 
on 14.2 acre Florida 
City development 
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Hugh Hudson 


There will be some 
residential development 
at the back area of the 
property. It will be multi- 
story apartments and not 
single-family housing. 

“We are seeing more 
mixed use development; 
housing and commercial, 
because developers want 
flexibility. They may 
want to build a smaller 
grocery store and have 
more smaller stores. Or 
they may want be build 
more residential units. It 
can be good to have a 
mix of tenants and 
business types. People 
may want to be able to 
shop or go to restaurants 
near where their home 
is,” said Ward. 

It will take some time 
before construction work 
begins on the new 
development. The Strano 
packing house buildings 
will have to be demol- 
ished. An environmental 
study will have to be 
completed. Architects and 
building contractors will 
have to be hired. The 
actual process of design- 
ing the project will have 
to be done. It has not 
been determined exactly 
what the project will look 
like when complete. And 
some of the initial propo- 
sals and designs will 
likely change. Business 
and real estate trends 
could change somewhat. 
It can take time to 
actually create and build 
a large mixed-use devel- 
opment. And there is a 
huge demand for afford- 
able housing in the 
southern area of Miami- 
Dade County. 
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Florida City Offers Free Summer Camp and Jobs 


By Charlie Hudson 

Florida City Mayor Otis Wallace 
and the City Commissioners have 
partnered with the non-profit Flor- 
ida City Foundation and other or- 
ganizations to offer two different 
summer camps. 

One will be for Kindergarten 
through fifth grade and the Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) camp is designed for sixth 
through eighth grade. 

Prior to camp though, approx- 
imately twenty individuals will be 
hired in a variety of positions. 

Hiring preference will be given to 
Florida City residents. A flier 
announcing the programs and 
employment needs answers the 
questions of what and who they are 
seeking. 

“Program Managers, Program 
Administrators, Sports/Recreation 
Coaches, Camp Counselors, Reading 
Specialists/Tutors, STEM Facilitators 
(in-person and virtual). Educators, 
College Students, STEM Instructors, 
Persons passionate about children, 
sports, STEM, gardening and/or the 
arts.” 


Dibia Dream, that holds STEM Saturdays like this one in Homestead, has great plans for the Florida City 
free Summer Camp Jun 13-Aug 12. 


Email resume to info@askcolestars. 
org ; call or text (786) 310-2898. 

High school interns are also needed. 
Students can be part of the Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools (M-DCPS) 
Summer Youth Internship Program 
which provides paid stipends or they 
can intern for service hours. 

Excitement and enrichment are in 
store for camp attendees. The Florida 
City Foundation has partnered with the 
non-profit FLIPANY AWA (Arts, 
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786.687.8888 


Monday - Friday 
12:00pm - 3:00pm 


e SHRIMP 


e MUSSELS 
e CLAMS 
e CRAWFISH 


e CALAMARI 
ee eg: \ E o) 
HAPPY 
HOUR 1-0 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 








Hugh Hudson 


Wellness, Academics) for the Kinder- 
garten through fifth grade camp and the 
non-profit Dibia Dream for the STEM 
sixth through eighth grades camps. 

Both will be held at the Florida 
Youth Activity Center, 650 NW 5th Ave, 
Florida City; (786) 310-2898. 

Camps are Monday-Friday, 8:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m., June 13 to August 12, 
2022 (except for July 4th). There is a 
registration fee of $55, but the camp is 
free and will include breakfast, lunch, 





and snack. 

Younger students will enjoy Arts, 
Academics, Gardening & Cooking 
Classes, Healthy Food Education, 
Sports & Fitness, Swim, and Wellness. 
They will have Friday field trips and 
everyone receives a Camp tee-shirt. 

STEM Camp will feature STREAM 
& Robotics, Swim, Recreation & 
Sports. They too will have a weekly 
field trip and receive a Camp tee-shirt. 

Registration begins Thursday, 
May 5, 2022 through the website of 
www.floridacityfl.gov 

Students must be enrolled in the ap- 

propriate grade for the 2021-2022 
school year (K-5th for AWA and 6th-8th 
for STEM). 

Other eligibility requirements are the 
same for all attendees: 
- Resident of Florida City 
- Must attend at least 39 of 44 days 
- Household income of $45,000 or 
free/reduced lunch recipient or a doc- 
umented mental/emotional/physical dis- 
ability or an IEP/504 plan 

Questions about the programs may 
be sent to programs@askcolestars.org 

Summer camp employment opportu- 

nities are also available in Cutler Bay 
and Richmond Heights. 


CFK from 3A 

combine both on-campus 
and online coursework. 
There is also a 12-week 
Summer term offered 
completely online, 
allowing students the 
flexibility and 
convenience of learning 
virtually. This Summer 
Term will run May 16 - 
August 8. 

Additionally, CFK is 
offering a new summer 
kickstart semester 
beginning June 6 running 
through August 8. The 
two classes offered in this 
9 week semester are 
English Composition 1 
and Preparing for Student 
Success. Applications are 
due by May 10.” 

The Upper Keys 
Center is continuing to be 
of great benefit to the 
community. As noted by 
the College's President 
and CEO, Dr. Jonathan 
Gueverra, "CFK is proud 
to take its place as the 
centerpiece for higher 
education and workforce 
training in the Upper 
Keys. Recent activities 


such as a VIP Lecture, a 
Keys' documentary 
screening, a job fair, an 
Institute for Public Safety 
graduation, and events 
with Leadership Monroe 
and the Business and 
Professional Women of 
the Upper Keys, have all 
positioned CFK to be an 
important community 
resource." 

Students can receive 
Bachelor of Science 
Degrees at the Upper 
Keys Center in Supervi- 
sion & Management: 
focus in Business 
Management and Nursing 
(RN to BSN). Associate 
Degree Programs are: 
Associate in Arts (A.A.) 
in General Studies and 
Associate in Science of 
Business Administration, 
Hospitality & Ecotourism 
Management, and 
Nursing. Basic Law 
Enforcement and 
Correctional Officer are 
other areas of study. 

Apprenticeship 
Programs are in the fields 
of Electrical, Carpentry, 
HVAC, and Plumbing. 


In addition to the 
Business Certifications, 
there is Paramedic and 
Guest Services Specialist 
with related certifications 
in Room Division Spe- 
cialist, Rooms Division 
Operations, and Rooms 
Division Management. 

A specialized program, 
“Project ACCESS is an 
inclusive postsecondary 
education program for 
students with intellectual 
disabilities and autism. 
The personalized pro- 
gram includes academics, 
social activities, 
employment experience, 
and independent living. 
Students may earn 
industry certification(s) 
and college credit 
certificate(s) while 
developing soft skills and 
confidence.” 

Information can be 
found at www.cfk.edu or 
contact Marissa Owens, 
CFK Director of 
Recruitment, at 
marissa.owens@ cfk.edu; 
Tel: (305) 809-3207. 
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As a business owner in 
Miami, I’ve seen what 
happens when the 
government overregulates 
— businesses find a new 
home. Miami is booming 
today because of the 
actions of overzealous 
policymakers in other 
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FREE THE 


The pandemic 
normalized remote teams 
and made it easier than 
ever for top talent to 
relocate. In searching for 
a home with a friendlier 
business climate, much of 
that talent found Miami. 

Now, Miami 1s 
experiencing a 
renaissance, and as one 
of Miamzi’s first 
restaurants to use cutting 
edge technology in the 
restaurant business, I 
want to keep it that way. 
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State Legislature Should Take Anti-Business 


DA 


Regulations Off the Table for Good 


The ability for busi- 
nesses and workers to 
relocate is especially a 
factor in tech businesses. 
That’s why our leaders 
and legislators need to 
pay close attention to the 
possible impact of their 
actions, no matter how 
well-intentioned. 

As an example, 
during this year’s 
legislative session, 

Tax Watch, a Florida- 
based pro-business 
watchdog, released a 
scathing report analyzing 
a pair of anti-tech bills 
that had garnered support 


passed, the legislation 
would have delivered a 
jaw-dropping $21 billion 
hit to the Florida 
economy. 








The Verdict on Lockdowns: 
High Cost, Minimal Benefits 


What were the benefits and costs of 
the COVID-19 restrictions implemented 
over the last two years? It's a good time 
to ask that question, especially now that 
the masks are coming off and the lock- 
downs are canceled. 

One useful scorecard comes from the 
prestigious National Bureau of 
Economic Research, in the form of a 
paper by three market-friendly 
economists, Casey Mulligan (University 
of Chicago), Stephen Moore 
(Heritage Foundation) and 
Phil Kerpen (Committee to 
Unleash Prosperity). 

They evidently disagree 
with the nation's most 
prominent advocate of 
massive restrictions, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, who recently 
argued, "I don't think we're 
ever going to be able to 
determine what the right 
balance is" between costs and 
benefits. 

The three economists used clear 
metrics to measure and compare the 
effects of widely different policies 
followed in the 50 states and the District 
of Columbia. 

For economic effects, they look at 
changes in unemployment rates and 
gross domestic product. For education, 
noting the poor performance of remote 
education, they look at the proportion of 
in-person schooling in the 2020-2021 
school year. For health, they look at the 
number of COVID-19-associated deaths 
reported to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the excess 
mortality (number of deaths) over 
pre-COVID-19 years. 

In each case, they make adjustments 
to account for states' divergence from 
national demographic averages. This 
takes into account that Nevada and 
Hawaii have economies heavily 
dependent on tourism, and Maine and 
Florida have the nation's highest 
percentages of the elderly population. 

Economically, Rocky Mountain 
and Great Plains states with relatively 
few restrictions come out best -- 
Montana, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Utah, Idaho and Arizona. Note the four 
mountain states here had the nation's 
highest percentage of 2020-2021 
population growth, according to Census 
Bureau estimates. 

At the bottom were tightly locked- 
down Hawaii and densely populated and 
high-lockdown New Jersey, Connect- 
icut, New York and Illinois. Clearly, 
lockdowns had high economic costs. 

Did they have corresponding bene- 
fits? Not so much. Ultra-locked-down 
Hawaii had the best CDC COVID-19 
mortality and all-cause mortality 
numbers. But the numbers for other 
states tended to be clustered in a narrow 
range. Among the largest states, North 
Carolina, California and Florida fared 
pretty well, while New York and New 
Jersey, whose governors sent COVID- 
19-infected patients into senior citizen 
centers, had high COVID-19 mortality. 

Overall, the three economists 
conclude, "excluding the geographically 





unusual cases of Hawaii and Alaska to 


focus on the continental U.S., there is no 


apparent relationship between reduced 
economic activity during the pandemic 
and our composite mortality measure." 
The disease, easily transmissible and 
often asymptomatic, spread mostly 
regardless of restrictions, killing many, 
three-quarters of them over age 65, 
before vaccination became near- 
universal -- and fewer afterward. 

As for school closures, 
Mulligan, Moore and Kerpen 
write they "did have a mod- 
erate correlation with our 
mortality measure, but based 
on the literature we do not 
believe this relationship was 
causal." Death rates among 
children have been almost 
zero, and few teachers are 
over 65. 

However, evidence 
beyond the ambit of this 
report shows a devastating 
effect on children from lockdowns in 
unionized public schools. COVID-19 
restrictions "have had a devastating ef- 
fect on learning," according to the 
Brookings Institution, and children's 
rates of mental illness and suicide 
threats have skyrocketed. 

Mandatory masking has impeded 
young children from relating to peers 
and elders and from learning to sound 
out words and read. The damage has 
been concentrated among disadvantaged 
public school children since almost all 
private schools have remained open. 

All this damage has had no discern- 
ible health benefit. Unlike the influenza 
epidemic of 1918-1920, which killed 
many young adults and thus deprived 
society of what their never-born off- 
spring might have contributed, COVID- 
19 has mainly killed those too old to 
produce more children; society lost its 
victims' final years but not their 
progeny. 

COVID-19 may turn out to have 
blighted the lifelong development of a 
whole generation. Quite an accomplish- 
ment for teacher union leaders like 
Randi Weingarten, who fought success- 
fully to close down schools and even 
muscled the CDC to recommend 
masking. If there's any consolation, it's 
that these leaders have fouled their own 
nests. Public school enrollment is 
declining, especially in blue states, and 
most notably in the No. 1 school closing 
state of California, while private school 
enrollment is rising. Polls show two- 
thirds of voters believe public education 
is on the wrong track, while school 
choice is gaining popularity. 

The tentative verdict on lockdowns is 
negative: high economic costs, small 
mortality benefits. It's even tougher on 
school closings and mandatory masking: 
minimal mortality benefits, high costs 
on society's most vulnerable members. 
No wonder the public's confidence in 
credentialed experts and approval of 
lockdown-loving politicians is low. 
Michael Barone is a senior political 
analyst for the Washington Examiner. 
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in Tallahassee. If they had 


While these bills were 


supposed to rein in the 
excesses of big tech 
companies, the untargeted 
regulations packed inside 
the legislation would 
have hammered small 
businesses trying to 
survive supply chain 
struggles and rising 
inflation. 

Both bills contained a 
set of rigorous regula- 
tions that would have 
affected companies far 
beyond the tech sector. 
Worse still, each included 
a “private right of 
action,” a provision that 
would have allowed any 
individual to bring legal 
action against businesses 
that couldn’t comply with 
legislation’s strict 
standards. 

The private right of 

action provisions would 
have forced mom and 
pop shops with limited 
time, money, and 
technical expertise to 
adhere to complex, 
convoluted laws and 
regulations, and failure 
to comply would have 
resulted in devastating 
legal repercussions and 
expensive lawsuits. 

This legislation could 
have strangled a 
burgeoning tech ecosys- 
tem like Miami’s, where 
small startups make up 
most of our tech 
community. Meanwhile, 


the same mega-corpora- 
tions that this legislation 
is trying to tackle have 
legions of lawyers 
prepared to swat away 
lawsuits and a war chest 
worth of funds 
to adapt to new 
legal require- 
ments. 

As members 
of the State 
Legislature 
debated the 
bills, many of 
our elected 


officials pointed Carlos Gazitua 


to similar 
measures that 
failed in past legislative 
sessions after concerns 
about far-reaching effects 
on the Florida economy 
were considered, and they 
pointed out that our 
courts have already ruled 
against previous attempts 
at similar legislation. 
Ultimately, the 
Florida Senate refused to 
pass burdensome tech 
regulations this year. 
They should be 
congratulated for 
knowing the economic 
dangers of this legislation 
and standing up for 
Florida’s small 
businesses. 

I understand why 
some of our elected 
officials are frustrated by 
Big Tech, but those 
feelings shouldn’t result 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Stop Dumping on Homestead 
After requesting to meet, Steve Hoveland and I had a very enlightening meeting 

at my house with former Councilman Elvis Maldonado, Vice-Mayor Julio Guzman 

and City Manager Jerry Astrada to discuss several issues concerning the City of 


Homestead. 





in policies that will 
impact our state’s 
economy and small 
businesses. Next 
legislative session, we 
can’t afford to threaten 
our business 
community 
with legisla- 
tion that will 
drive away the 
same people 
who came here 
from other 
overburdened 
and overregu- 
lated states. 

As we look 
to welcome 
America’s tech com- 
munity here from April 
16 to April 24 for Miami 
Tech Week 2022, 

I am especially thankful 
that enough of our elected 
leaders had the courage to 
stand up and reject 
legislation aimed at 
hurting our growing tech 
community. 

We need our leaders in 
Tallahassee to say ‘no’ to 
these anti-business 
policies once and for all, 
so Miami’s tech 
ecosystem — and our 
state’s economy — can 
continue to thrive. 


Carlos Gazitua, 
president and CEO of 
Sergio's Restaurants and 
creator of Sergio's 
Cuban in South Florida. 


Issues discussed were: garbage pick up, recycling and bulky waste pick up. 
In Homestead we have renters, property owners and residents that are not placing 
the correct items in these pick ups. I went on the City of Homestead website and 
found what was to be put in and out for pick up and anyone can call the City of 
Homestead to be educated to help clean up some of these trash piles. Overcrowded 
homes are being built with not enough roadway, leading to traffic problems with 
private and public schools, and roads with major potholes. 

Though Homestead 1s beautifying downtown Krome Avenue. Losner Park is 
estimated to be finished by June 22. 
Many issues were discussed to help make Homestead beautiful and to help 
myself and many others do what they can do to help make our town great again! 
Peggy Jacobsen, Homestead 
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Disabled Veterans Deserve Much More 
Our disabled veterans are grossly under compensated. They've been asking 
various Congresses and Administrations for fair and adequate compensation since 
the end of WWI (1918). That was a 103 years ago! 
In 2022 a totally disabled veteran with no dependents is compensated at the 

ridiculous rate of $39,984.72 dollars annually. The National Average Wage Index 
(NAWI) for 2020 was $55,628.60 dollars per annum and the median income for 
2020 was $67,521.00. The per capita GDP in 2020 was $63,416.00 dollars, among 


the highest in the world. 


They are only compensated for projected lost wages and not including a ‘loss of 
quality of life’ payment which is now the norm. 
They are being manipulated by our tax evading Elites who use campaign 
donations to Congressmen in order to keep veterans' compensation low so as to 


ensure a low tax rate. 
So... 


We can levy a penny tax on every dollar traded on the stock market to pay for 
the compensation. The Investor Class must finally step up. 

This is now a national security problem. 

Once our youth fully understand that if they enlist in the armed forces and get 
seriously injured or sickened in the line of duty then they are looking at a lifetime 
of near poverty and this realization will cause the armed forces to collapse. 
We have no right to expect our youth to make a sacrifice like this so that our Elites 
can evade a fair level of taxation. Act now. 


Jaoquin Castillo, Miami 


BRM 
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UF/IFAS scientists record first case of harmful bacteria 
in ubiquitous weet 


By Lourdes Mederos 
UF/IFAS 

Scientists at the 
University of Florida In- 
stitute of Food and Agri- 
cultural Sciences 
(UF/IFAS) have recorded 
the first North American 
case of a harmful phyto- 
plasma disease known for 
its threat to fruit, 
vegetable and ornamental 
crops in South America 
and the Middle East. 

To make matters 
worse, scientists 
confirmed the host for the 
disease to be one of the 
most noxious and rapidly 
spreading weeds 
commonly found in a 
wide range of environ- 
ments throughout the 
United States and into 
Canada. 

Findings of the “First 
report of ‘Cadidatus 
Phytoplasma brasiliense’ 
in North America and in 
a new host, yellow 
nutsedge (Cyperus escu- 
lentus)” were just 
published in the journal 
“Plant Health Progress.” 

“The host of the 
disease 1s known as one 
of the most widespread 
and problematic weeds 
found everywhere -- 





non-infected nutsedge. 


Right: Brian Bahder in his lab 
extracting from sample. 


Tyler Jones 


called yellow nutsedge,” 
said Brian Bahder, 
assistant professor of 
entomology at UF/IFAS 
Fort Lauderdale Research 
and Education Center. 
“It is one of the most 
aggressive weeds that 
commonly grows in 
lawns, home landscapes, 
vegetable and flower 
gardens and agricultural 
systems.” 

The phytoplasma 
species called Candidatus 
Phytoplasma brasiliense 
is documented in regions 
of Brazil and Peru to 
harm hibiscus, papaya 


Above: Samples of infected and 
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and cauliflower. 
Subsequently, research 
showed the same species 
infects peaches in the 
Middle East country of 
Azerbaijan. 

Bahder and his 
team confirmed the 


“One hundred 


grasses in hopes of 

finding a reservoir for 

lethal bronzing. 
Research has shown 


throughout USS. 


“38 that the adult planthopper 
= insect that carries Lethal 
“| bronzing feeds on the 

A palm’s canopy, and the 


Asaa nymphs have been 
Wawe] recorded among more 


«| than 40 species of grasses 
$3) and sedges. 


Because of the close 


422238 association of nymphs 


with grasses and sedges, 
speculation has risen 
about the ability of these 


A plants to serve as a reser- 


>) voir for the Lethal bronz- 


\ Be said. 


phytoplasma and host in 
Fort Pierce. They found it 
while conducting re- 
search for a different 
disease — Lethal Bronzing 
-- that attacks palm trees. 
Scientists were surveying 
and testing samples of 


ing phytoplasma, Bahder 


For the survey, 
scientists sampled three 
of the most abundant 
weeds known to serve as 


| a host to the nymphs, 


Yellow nutsedge being 


| one of them. 


While testing the 
samples, three of the 
outcomes resulted in a 
positive result. 

“We thought we had 
found Lethal bronzing in 
one of the grasses, so we 
proceeded to genetically 
sequence the sample,” 
said Bahder. “The results 


confirmed it was not 
lethal bronzing but that it 
was another phyto- 
plasma.” 

The DNA sequencing 
of that specimen con- 
firmed their findings of a 
new phytoplasma in this 
weed, recorded for the 
first time in North 
America. 

Implications of the 
disease and its spread 
through this weed cause 
scientists to consider it a 
threat to agriculture and 
ornamental industries. 
UF/IFAS scientists are 
seeking funding for the 
next steps of research. 

“The next logical step 
is to find out which insect 
is spreading the disease. 
The good news is that we 
caught this early,” said 
Bahder. “We don’t know 
if this 1s an isolated 
incident or if the insect is 
spreading in the grass, 
and if it will feed on the 
papaya, hibiscus or 
cauliflower — which are 
economically important 
in Florida. The point is 
that we don’t know the 
extent of this disease in 
Florida or what threat it 
poses. 


Florida tropical fish farmers bring state $172 million in sales 


By Brad Buck 
UF/IFAS 

Through a first-of-its 
kind survey, UF/IFAS has 
shown that tropical fish 
farmers bring over $172 
million in sales to 
Florida’s economy. 

The $172 million 
reflects the sales of fish 
by members of the 
Florida Tropical Fish 
Farmers Association 
(FTFFA) in 2021. That 
includes direct sales to 
wholesalers, plus sales to 
pet shops and other retail 
tropical fish sales — in 
other words, revenue 


I~ 





made from selling 
tropical fish and aquatic 
plants from Florida. 

In the United States, 
tropical fish are farmed 
mostly in Florida, from 
St. Augustine to Miami. 
Imported fish come 


seventy-two million 
dollars in sales 
alone? That’s the kind 
of industry we can all 
| support,” said Craig 

| Watson, director of 
the UF/IFAS Tropical 
Aquaculture Lab, who 
conducted the survey. 


mostly from Asia — 
specifically, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Singapore, 
China and Japan. 

At the beginning of the 
pandemic, pet shops 
closed, and that hurt the 
industry. But when Asian 


SZ FLORIDA KEYS 


Questions? Contact Marissa Owens 
at marissa.owens@cfk.edu. 
www.ctk.edu/admissions/plan-register 


imports came to a halt at 
the start of COVID, 
domestic tropical fish 
sales benefited, he said. 

“Pet shops, which had 
been shut down at the 
start of the pandemic, 
were quickly deemed 
essential businesses,” 
Watson said. “People 
were home and looking 
for hobbies. Some went 
to pet shops, and the pet 
industry exploded.” 

“In a period of hard 
times this is a good story 
of a unique form of agri- 
culture that belongs to 
Florida,” he said. 
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One report to which 
Watson pointed for 
comparison came from 
2012, when the Florida 
Agriculture Statistics 
Service reported $27 
million in farm-gate fish 
sales. 

Additionally, the most 
recent Census of Agricul- 
ture, conducted in 2018 
by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, reported 
farm-gate values for Flor- 
ida fish producers of 
$28.7 million. 

Farm-gate refers to 
the amount of money the 
farmer receives from the 


ji 


HA | 
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direct sale of his or her 
fish, straight from the 
farm. It excludes other 
sales that Watson’s 2021 
survey reflects. He 
hypothesized that the $27 
million figure did not 
reflect the entirety of 
tropical fish sales from 
Florida producers, and he 
set out to prove it with 
the 2021 study. 

For his survey, Watson 
asked members: How 
much did they make from 
sales of their fish, and 
how many people do they 
employee, and 80 percent 
participated in the survey. 
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Commemorate Earth Day 2022 
in the Florida Keys 


Every day is a reason 
to celebrate the beauty 
of the planet throughout 
the Florida Keys, full of 
natural wonders set 
against scenic backdrops 
of earth, sea and sky. 
The waters surrounding 
the island chain, 
including the continental 
United States’ only 
living coral barrier reef, 
are protected by the 
Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary. 


The Keys encompass 10 
state parks, two national 
parks — Dry Tortugas 
National Park and the 
Flamingo district of 
Everglades National Park 
— and four federally 
protected havens: Na- 
tional Key Deer, Great 
White Heron, Key West 
and Crocodile Lake 
national wildlife refuges. 
Keys visitors and 
residents can commem- 
orate Earth Day’s 
significance with outdoor 
activities to be experi- 
enced only in the Florida 
Keys on or after April 22. 


Now Through May 15 
Reef Relief, a non- 
profit membership 
organization dedicated to 
improving and protecting 
the Keys’ coral reef 
ecosystem, is offering an 
ultimate virtual road-trip 
getaway to the Florida 
Keys with its Key Largo 
to Key West Challenge. 
Participants can join to 
complete a 50-mile, 
100-mile or 200-plus 
mile option with any 
form of intentional 
exercise such as running, 
walking, biking, 
swimming or paddling. 
During the challenge, 
entrants log weekly miles 
via smartphone, mobile 
fitness app or on paper to 
complete the trip. Reef 
Relief emails participants 
highlights of what they 


Watch rehabbed sea turtles return to their ocean hme at beautiful Sombrero Beach. 


will encounter along each 
week’s mileage of their 
virtual vacation. Log as 
few or as many miles as 
preferred, each week. 
The challenge creates 

a unique experience by 
taking participants on 

a virtual vacation while 
intentionally exercising. 
In 2020, the virtual 
challenge provided an 
escape from isolation, 
was voted a top-five Best 
Virtual Race Experience 
by BibRave and raised 
$30,000 for Reef Relief. 


April 22 

Celebrate Earth Day 
with the Turtle Hospital 
by witnessing a planned 
sea turtle release back to 
the ocean off Marathon’s 
Sombrero Beach. 

A licensed veterinary 
hospital dedicated to the 
treatment of sea turtles, 
the Turtle Hospital is 
situated at mile marker 
48.5 bayside in 
Marathon. It was opened 
in 1986 with the goal of 
healing injured sea turtles 
and returning them to the 
wild. Visitors can take 
guided educational tours 
of the facility and outdoor 
rehabilitation area. 
Follow the hospital’s 
social media channels 


(@theturtlehospital) for 
an announcement of 
details of the anticipated 
Earth Day release. 


April 22 

Enjoy a family- 
friendly evening from 
5-8 p.m. at Lagerheads 
Beach Bar, 0 Simonton 
St. in Key West, during 
the Second Annual Luau 
Fundraiser to benefit 
Reef Relief coral reef 
conservation efforts. 
The event is to feature 
live music, games, a 
silent auction and raffle 
drawings, tropical food 
and drink specials. Email 
reefrelief@gmail.com or 
call 305-294-3100. 


April 22-24 

During the ninth 
annual iteration of Key 
Largo’s Reef Environ- 
mental Educational 
Foundation Lionfish 
Derby weekend, set for 
April 22-24, teams of up 
to four people can dive to 
capture lionfish and 
compete for prizes in two 
divisions — Apex 
Predators and Reef 
Defenders. Until 6:15 
p.m. Friday, April 22, 
registration is $100 per 
team. A Friday captains 
meeting 1s mandatory for 





youtube 


derby teams, held both 
virtually and in-person at 
the REEF campus, mile 
marker 98.3 in the 
median of the Florida 
Keys Overseas Highway. 
Teams are to fish 
Saturday from sunrise to 
sundown in Keyswide 
waters. Sunday is fish 
drop-off day, with an 
awards ceremony. 
Register online at 
reef.org. 


April 23 

The marine environ- 
ment surrounding the 
continental United States’ 
southernmost island chain 
is to take center stage 
Saturday, April 23, during 
Mote Marine Laboratory’s 
10th Ocean Fest: 

A Community 
Celebration. Attendees 
can enjoy live music, 
environmental art, 
family-friendly activities 
and conservation and en- 
vironmental exhibits. The 
free-admission event is 
set for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Key West’s Truman 
Waterfront Park, located 
at the end of Southard 
Street near the Florida 
Keys Eco-Discovery 
Center. For information, 
visit mote.org/oceanfest. 


Giant Otters Get a Checkup 


By Ron Magill, 
ZooMiami 


Two endangered giant river 
otters underwent wellness exams as 
part of a carefully managed 
preventative medicine program at 


Zoo Miami. 


“Kara,” is a 17 years old female 
and weighs approximately 50 
pounds. She was joined by 
“Matata,” a 7 year old female that 
weighs approximately 58 pounds. 

Together, they were brought to 
the Zoo Miami Hospital where they 
underwent a series of procedures 





that included ultra- 

sound exams, blood 
and urine collection, 
X-rays and vaccina- 


tions, as well as 


dental exams. 


program. 


animals at Zoo 


instinctively 





The FWC is hiring summer 
camp counselors and instructors for 
the Ocala Outdoor Adventure 


Camp. 


This is a dream job for those who 
love the outdoors and want to teach 
youth ages 8-17 about conservation 
and outdoor skills such as archery, 
fishing, canoeing, and hiking. They 
are seeking male counselors as all 
counselor positions for females 


have been filled. 


To be considered for this job, 
you must be at least 18 years of age 
and pass a mandatory background 
check. Pay starts at $520/week + 


room and board. 


general eye, ear and 


In addition, they 
both also received 
birth control implants 
as part of a carefully 
managed birth control 


These procedures 
play a critical role in 
maintaining the 
overall health of the 


Miami. Because 
wild animals will 


Plus, your employment at the 
Ocala Outdoor Adventure Camp 
can also serve as an internship for 
college credit. For information 
about these summer camp jobs, 
contact Will Burnett at 
352-625-2804 or 
William.Burnett@MyFWC.com. 

There are still summer camp 
opportunities for kids aged 8 to 17 
who want to experience the 
outdoors. The Ocala Outdoor 
Adventure Camp offers a variety of 
safe, fun and age-appropriate 
week-long camps. 

Learn more and register, 
http://www.fyccn.org/OCCYC _ 
Summer Camp Programs. 


disguise any symptoms of being 
ill or injured in order to avoid 
exposing themselves to predation 
or attack, it is important that 
these exams take place so that 
any potential health issues can be 
diagnosed and hopefully treated 
before they become serious. 

The procedures were man- 
aged by Zoo Miami Associate 
Veterinarians, Dr. Rodney 
Schnellbacher and Dr. Gaby 
Flacke, along with the Zoo 
Miami Animal Health Team. 

Both otters appear to be in 
generally good health and have 
since been successfully 





Photos by Ron Magill, Zoo Miami 


returned to their habitat where they 
can calmly recover from the day’s 
events. 

Giant otters are the longest of 
the world’s 13 otter species with 
males reaching a length of 6 feet. 
They are extremely endangered and 
are found in isolated and remote 
areas within some fresh water 
lakes, creeks, rivers, and reservoirs 
of Tropical South America. Zoo 
Miami has one of the country’s 
most successful captive breeding 
programs with several litters 
having been born here. 














During Saturday’s game, following an intentional walk to third 
baseman Yohandy Morales, Romero Jr. singled to right, scoring 
Ariel Garcia from second to extend the Hurricanes’ lead. umathietics 











Harry Houdini - 
Mike Tyson - 
Baseball - 


Spring Football 


Canes Corner 
by Bo Healey 


On Tuesday, April 12, 
the Miami Hurricanes 
extended their winning 
streak to 14 games. The 
streak was both the 
longest active among D1 
collegiate baseball teams 
and UM’s longest since 
2014. 

The opponents were 
the Florida Atlantic Owls 
(21-13) and it took an 
escape act the late great 
Harry Houdini would be 
proud of to take down the 
visitors from Boca Raton. 

The Canes were 
lackadaisical coming off 
their glorious sweep of 
No. 3 Virginia last week 
that vaulted them to No. 2 
and Miami found them- 
selves down 6-2 coming 
to bat in the bottom of the 
seventh. 

DH Max Romero Jr. 
came to bat and singled 
through the right side 
plating Edgardo Villegas 
from second and CJ 
Kayfus from first when 
the Owls threw the ball 
away. 

Relievers Ronaldo 
Gallo and JP Gates and 
pitched a scoreless 
eighth. In the bottom of 
the eighth Gabby Gutier- 
rez and Villegas both 
drew walks. With two 
outs, YoYo Morales lifted 
a sky high fly ball to 
shallow right field that 
was misjudged by FAU’s 
right-fielder and allowed 
Gutierrez to score, also 
extending the inning. 

Next came a balk and 
a hit-by-pitch that loaded 
the bases, followed by a 
wild pitch allowing 
Villegas to come home, 
and it was a 6-6 game. 

Two pitches later 
Jacob Burke dribbled an 
infield grounder to the 
left side and beat it out at 
first allowing Morales to 
score the go ahead run. 

Andrew Walters struck 
out the side in the ninth 
for his 11th save. Gates 
(1-0) faced only one 
batter and was credited 
with the win. 

Five runs scored by 
Miami in their last two 
at-bats on two ground 
ball hits, only one of 
which made it out of the 
infield. That’s doing it 
with mirrors. Somewhere 
Houdini is smiling. 

It was an elated 
Hurricane team with 
hopes and dreams of 
Omaha that headed to 
Blacksburg, Virginia’s 
English Field for a three 
game Series with the 
Virginia Tech Hoakies. 

Famed pugilist Mike 
Tyson once said “every- 
one has a plan until they 
get punched in the 
mouth”. 

In the series opener on 
Thursday, and the series 
winner on Friday, the 
Canes were hit in the 
mouth and beaten like a 
rented mule. 

The Canes were down 
3-0 after one, 4-0 after 
two and 6-0 after three in 
Thursday’s 12-5 loss. 
Carson Palmquist (6-2) 
took the loss on a rare off 
night. 

Griffin Green (5-1) 


went six and earned the 
win. 

On Friday, it was more 
of the same. 

Miami was down 4-0 
after one and 11-2 after 
five in the 13-2 loss. 
Karson Ligon (4-2) 
suffered the loss and the 
Hoakies Drue Hacken- 
berg (7-0) went eight for 
the win. 

V Tech is an offensive 
juggernaut especially at 
the top of the lineup. 
Their leadoff man RF 
Nick Biddison was 8-13 
with five runs, two RBI 
and a HR in the series. 
Number two hitter, CF 
Gavin Cross was 6-11, 6 
R, 2 RBI and #3 hitter SS 
Tanner Schobel was 7-14, 
7 R, 10 RBI and 
3 HR against the Canes. 

That was just the first 
three hitters in the lineup. 
I think you readers get it! 

Miami had not lost a 
game since March 20. 
The two losses led to the 
first ACC series loss of 
the season and were only 
the second consecutive 
losses of the year for 
Miami. 

Saturday’s series 
finale came and the 
Canes did not want to see 
any brooms up in coal 
country. Miami took the 
‘we were knocked down, 
not out’ attitude with 
Alejandro Rosario on the 
hill for game three. For 
the third time this week- 
end and the sixth time in 
the last seven games UM 
found themselves down 
early, 1-0 after the first. 

Miami came back with 
two in the third for a lead 
they never surrendered in 
an 8-5 win. 

Romero had two hits 
and drove in both runs in 
the third. SS Dominic 
Pitelli hit a 3 RBI bases 
loaded double in the fifth. 
Morales had two hits, 
Kaytfus added two 
including an insurance 
HR late and Burke also 
hit a late solo HR. 
Rosario went 4 1/3 and 
gave up only the first 
inning run. He was in 
control forcing 7 ground 
outs in his stint. Alex 
McFarlane (3-1) went 
1 2/3 and got the win. 
Walters pitched the last 
two hit less innings and 
struck out four earning 
his 12th save. 

Miami is now 28-8 
(14-4 ACC). Virginia 
Tech finished the week- 
end 23-9 (9-7 ACC). 
Muiami’s 14 conference 
wins are four more than 
Virginia, NC State, Wake 
Forest and FSU. 
Louisville, Va Tech, Pitt 
and Georgia Tech are 
next with nine each. 

Next up is 
Bethune-Cookman on 
April 19 before a 
weekend home series 
against the red hot 
Pittsburgh Panthers April 
22 - 24. 

Monday morning, 
April 18 polls. Perfect 
Game, UM #6 (were 2), 
Baseball America #5 (2), 
NCAA RPI #4 (5), 

D1 Baseball #5(2) and 
Collegiate Baseball #5 
(2). The only poll that 
really matters is the 

See CANES 2B 
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Innovative nutrient reduction project begins on Lake Okeechobee 


The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) is 
leading a new, innovative 
project to remove 
invasive aquatic plants 
and evaluate nutrients 
removed to improve 
water quality in Lake 
Okeechobee in south 
Florida. 

This effort is part of 
the FWC’s strategy to use 
a variety of tools and 
explore new techniques to 
best manage for quality 


on, 


fish and wildlife habitat 
in Florida. 

In partnership with the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Protec- 
tion, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the South 
Florida Water Manage- 
ment District, the work 
began March 8 and will 
cover 35 acres on the 
lake. 

Mechanical harvesters 
will be used to collect 
invasive floating plants, 
such as water hyacinths, 
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and the plants will then 
be processed into a slurry 
or semi-liquid mixture. 
The slurry of plants will 
be pumped to nearby 
hayfields to enhance soil. 
The FWC will evaluate 
whether the project will 
benefit both the water 
quality of the lake as well 
as agricultural lands 
receiving the slurry mix. 
“This project high- 
lights the FWC’s 
commitment to seeking 
innovative and effective 
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solutions to manage 
invasive aquatic plants in 
Florida,” said Melissa 
Tucker, Director of the 
FWC’s Division of 
Habitat and Species 
Conservation. “While it is 
too soon to tell if we will 
be able to use this 
technique on a larger 
scale, we are excited 
about the possibility of 
having a new tool in the 
toolbox.” 
Reducing invasive 
plants and their associ- 
ated nutrients in Lake 
Okeechobee has long- 
term benefits to the 
lake and the fish and 
wildlife that live there. 
Managing invasive 
aquatic plants is also 
important for 
recreational opportuni- 
ties for the public and 
to maintain accessible 
navigation. 
Unmanaged 
invasive plants have a 
variety of negative 
impacts that can 
include reducing 
biodiversity and 
ecosystem health, 
impeding navigation, 


GOOOL Getter Train to InterMiamiCF 


Brightline, the only 
provider of modern, 
eco-friendly, intercity rail 
in America, announces its 
partnership with Inter 
Miami CF to offer 
dedicated game day trains 
along with free shuttles 
for the 2022 Inter Miami 
CF season. 

Brightline’s Fort 
Lauderdale station 1s 
minutes away from the 
DRV PNK Stadium and 
starting on Saturday, 
April 9, fans traveling 
from Miami and West 
Palm Beach can enjoy a 
ride directly to the 
stadium on game day by 
booking the “GOOOL 
Getter” trains on 
Brightline’s app or web- 
site at time of purchase. 

“Brightline offers a 
better, smarter way to get 
around for fans of Inter 
Miami. Cut through the 
traffic to see your favorite 
team play!” said Patrick 
Goddard, president of 
Brightline. “Inter Miami 
CF has a loyal soccer fan 
base throughout South 
Florida that can now 
travel seamlessly to the 
games with Brightline. 
With these dedicated 
pregame trains and 
connecting shuttles, we’re 
bringing the Brightline 
experience and excite- 
ment that Inter Miami 
fans are going to love.” 


Road rage? 


Despite our best inten- 
tions, driving can be 
stressful and in some situ- 
ations emotions can boil 
over if left unchecked. 

The car rental experts 
at StressFreeCarRental. 
com have come up with a 
handy guide to tackle 
road rage before it occurs. 

Stay in the right: It is 
never a good idea to copy 
what another driver has 
done on the road, if they 
have undertaken a bad or 
wrong move. In the heat 
of the moment, it may 
seem a good idea to try to 
replicate them or make a 
gesture towards them, but 
it is unproductive. Stay 
grounded and level- 
headed. 
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With a total of six 
GOOOL Getter trains per 
game to choose from, 
fans won't get caught off- 
side on game day. The 
first GOOOL Getter train 
will arrive at Fort Lauder- 
dale approximately two 
hours before kickoff, the 
second train will arrive 
approximately one hour 
before and the third train 
will arrive just in time for 
kickoff. . 

Upon arrival at the 
Fort Lauderdale station, 
fans can catch a ride via a 
free dedicated Brightline 
shuttle for the final leg of 
the journey. Shuttles will 
run on a complimentary 
roundtrip transportation 
schedule to/and from the 
Fort Lauderdale station 
and stadium before and 
after the games, ensuring 
fans don’t miss a second 
of the action. The 
designated shuttle pickup 
and drop off area will be 
located outside of the 
Fan Zone at DRV PNK 
Stadium. 


“We have put a major 
emphasis on entering 
partnerships with entities 
that will impact our fan 
experience for the better,” 
said Inter Miami CF 
Chief Business Officer, 
Xavier Asensi. “Our part- 
nership with Brightline is 
a prime example. With 
this new partnership, our 
fans from Miami and 
Palm Beach now have an 
alternative method of 
traveling to Inter Miami 
CF matches and events at 
DRV PNK Stadium.” 

For the partnership 
launch on April 9, fans on 
Brightline’s GOOOL 
Getter train win the 
pregame with surprise 
giveaway items, futbol 
themed activations on 
select stations, special 
appearances, and 
electrifying soccer fan 
energy. Drink specials 
will include $4 Heineken 
(on board and in station) 
and $6 Flatbread from 
Brightline’s signature bar, 
Mary Mary. 
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Upcoming Inter Miami 
CF Matches and 
Big Events at 
DRV PNK Stadium 


April 24 | Inter Miami CF 
vs. Atlanta United 


May 14 | Inter Miami CF 
vs. D.C. United 


May 22 | Inter Miami CF 
vs. New York Red Bull 


May 28 | Inter Miami CF 
vs. Portland Timbers 


The GOOOL Getter 
trains will run through 
October 22, the last 
match of the 2022 regular 
season. Riders are 
encouraged to look for 
the GOOOL Getter icon 
online when booking the 
train. 

Due to high demand, 
fans are encouraged to 
book tickets ahead of 
game day and check 
Brightline’s website for 
train times and prices. 


Top tips to stay calm behind the wheel 





Emotional intelligence: 
Often people get behind 
the wheel when there has 
been an argument in their 
life, and they may feel 
very down or frustrated. 
Then they have to turn 
their attention to driving, 
with the potential to put 
themselves, their 
passengers and other road 
users in danger. Always 


take a few moments to 
prepare for your journey 
at these times. 

Music: This can be a 
good diversion from the 
stresses of the day. By 
playing some classical 
music or your favourite 
track, it can impact your 
mood for the better and 
enable you to counter 
stressful situations. 

Dangers of eye 
contact: People who feel 
they have been wronged 
on the road may have the 
natural instinct to look at 
the driver in the other 
vehicle, but this is rarely 
a good idea. If a situation 
has the potential to 
escalate, making eye 
contact with the other 


driver is not a good idea. 

Time: it is worthwhile 
allowing some ‘injury 
time’ in footballing terms 
for your journey, to 
ensure you are not racing 
against the clock to reach 
your chosen destination 
and meaning you won’t 
get as frustrated in a 
traffic hold-up. 

Flexible thinking: No 
matter how good people 
are at driving for the 
majority of the time, 
mistakes happen. Don’t 
allow yourself to get 
swept away with anger if 
you see something has 
gone wrong on the road 
in front — stay focussed to 
know how to avoid 
danger and remain calm. 


reducing water quality, 
and causing flooding 
issues. 

While this project 
includes unique transport- 
ing methods to dispose of 
invasive plants and aims 
to utilize resources 
efficiently it may not be 
effective in all locations 
and situations. 

The FWC uses a 
variety of techniques, 
including biological 
controls, mechanical 
removal and herbicide 


treatments to manage 
invasive aquatic plants in 
Florida. 

An integrative pest 
management approach 


A 


"As an offense, | think we ran the ball well, but | think | missed a 
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using a combination of 
techniques often achieves 
the greatest results in 
managing invasive plants. 

For general waterbody 
information, fishing 
forecasts, virtual tours, 
plant control operation 
schedules and annual 
workplans, boat ramp 
information, and more, 
visit the “What’s 
Happening on My Lake” 
website at MyFWC.com/ 
Lake. 

To learn more about 
the FWC’s Aquatic Plant 
Management Program, 
visit MyFWC.com/ 
AquaticPlants. 





few throws that I’d really like back. That’s just learning the new 
offense and getting more comfortable with that,” said 
Quarterback Tyler Van Dyke, who led the offense to a 31-27 win 
over the defense. “I’m going to work on it over the summer, but 
| think overall, we had a good day completing passes and 


throwing the ball well.” 


CANES from 1B 
NCAA announcements 
of regional hosts and 
National Seeds coming 
on May 31. 


FOOTBALL UPDATE- 

Spring practice 
sessions are over and the 
annual Spring Game 
was held last Saturday at 
DRV PNK Stadium in Ft. 
Lauderdale. About 10,000 
supporters were on hand 
for their first look at 
Mario Cristobal Era 
Hurricane Football. 

South Dade HS 1s well 
represented on this years 
team. DJ Ivey a CB, 
Keshawn Washington a 
Safety and Clemson 
transfer WR Frank 
Ladson Jr. will all play on 
a regular basis. 

Homestead’s Don 
Chaney Jr who played at 
Belen Jesuit will be in the 
rotation at RB. Key Largo 
is also represented with 
Coral Shores Robert 
Prosek at TE. 

The Spring Game is an 
offense vs. defense affair. 
Scoring 1s normal for the 
offense while defensive 
scoring is some sort of 
cross between Gizmos 
and fantasy football. 

The offense came out on 
top 31-27. 

While the OL and DL 
go at each other hard 
every snap there is no real 
tackling in the game with 
the first priority, no 
injuries. All linemen wear 
extra padding over their 
helmets and in the open 
field a touch is a tackle. 

Coaches don’t want to 
give anything away in 
these games so we saw a 
mostly vanilla offense 
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during the game and 
heard boilerplate coach 
speak afterwards. 

All that said I’ve been 
very impressed by what 
Mario Cristobal has 
accomplished since he 
arrived on December 6. 
When Coach Cristobal 
says we have made great 
strides but still have a 
long way to go and 
adds the team will be 
relentless in pursuit of 
winning, one can’t help 
but feel he speaks from 
his heart. Personally, I’ve 
bought in completely and 
I’m a believer. 

There were 16 players 
out injured Saturday that 
will play regularly this 
season. It’s likely 
Miami will add five or 
more players from the 
transfer portal before fall 
practice including at least 
one starter on both the 
OL and DL. 

This article is running 
long so here’s a quick 
update. UM is very strong 
at QB, RB and TE. 
Linebackers and 
Defensive Backfield are 
almost there. OL and DL 
are both strong in spots 
but each need one more 
top tier starter and depth. 
At WR a lot was lost last 
season to the NFL, 
transfers and graduation. 

The talent is there and 
if production matches the 
ability this years WRs 
could help take this team 
a long way. 

The next few weeks 
will be mostly Baseball 
coverage with Basketball 
and Football updates on 
important happenings. 
Go Canes! 
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A Neighbor Just Like You 


One could readily argue that 
modern technological social media 
has been both a boon and bane to 
society. Certainly, it has allowed 
many to maintain connections with 
loved ones across previously 
troublesome obstacles — 
e.g., geographic 
distance, political 
borders. Many also 
credit social media 
with providing a means 
to observe and record 
various regional or 
cultural events in near 
real-time, allowing 
unique and personal 
insight into otherwise 
remote, abstract, or 
obscure incidents 
around the world. 


Social media has also 
undoubtedly helped 
many groups and 
individuals arrange 
demonstrations of 
encouragement, and 
positive protest on a 
scale not previously Wh 
. Ne 

experienced. n 

On the other hand, 
succumbed to the i 
somewhat superficial g i 
and transitory allure of | 
"likes," "followers," 3 
"subscribers," and sim- 
interaction. A neutral observer 
might even conclude that the term 
"friend" has become curiously 
diluted over time, due partly to its 
casually nominal application on 
currently claim they have hundreds 
or even thousands of "friends" 
where the most minimal allegation 
of relationship — often a simple 
association of similar interest — 

The Biblical premise of love 
and friendship tends to focus on 
individual obligation and 
responsibility, rather than mere 
crowd appeal. Indeed, an Old 
person of too many friends comes 
to ruin, but there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother" 
(Proverbs 18:24). 

One of the most vivid 
about actual relationships is the 
parable commonly identified as the 
"Good Samaritan" (Luke 10:25- 
37). And one of its most interesting 
aspects is that it was a response to 
condescending and sanctimonious 
claim to have met the requirements 
of God's righteousness. While the 
person did rightly indicate that the 
scriptures teach us to "love your 
felt the need to challenge Jesus to 
identify exactly "who is my 
neighbor." As was his habit, Jesus 
re-framed the original question in 
an effort to provide opportunity for 
their own need for redemption. 
Rather than simply asking to whom 
should we selectively apply our 
interpretation of love, the question 
ought to be how should we seek to 


support, aid, 

multitudes have 

ilarly contrived mechanisms of 
such platforms. Anyone can 
might exist. 

Testament verse states that "A 
expressions of Jesus’s concern 

a particular individual's somewhat 
neighbor as yourself," he somehow 
the individual to gain insight into 
apply the Biblical principle of 





Vincent V. Marshburn 
Homestead Mennonite 
Church 
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neighborly love. 

Most people have understood 
that it was obviously the Samaritan 
in the parable who manifested 
neighborly love. However, many 
modern readers might not fully 
appreciate the significance and 
gravity of such an il- 
lustration. As partial 
descendants of some 
of the original tribes 
of Israel, the 
Samaritans’ mixed 
ancestry, along with 
some divergent tradi- 
tions 
regarding worship, 
led to a cultural and 
social schism be- 
tween 
themselves and the 
Jews which persisted 
over centuries. 


/ Sl 


ABE 


F 
k Í i 

j $ i 

=! 





By presenting a Samaritan as 
someone who was fulfilling the 
expectation of unconditional love, 
Jesus challenges the Law expert's 
and our own — 
assumptions and 
biases. And it was not a matter of 
diminishing or 
disparaging one man's interpreta- 
tion of faith to elevate any others. 
The point is not merely to contend 
that a 
discriminated party would some- 
how 
naturally exhibit better conduct. In- 
deed, Samaritans generally pos- 
sessed similar degrees of prejudice 
toward Jews; it was not a one-sided 
animosity. 

Part of the intention of this 
parable is to emphasize the need to 
overcome preconception and 
provincialism, to supersede base 
emotions and feelings about others. 
One could conclude that it is not 
necessary to "like" someone or 
embrace their customs, attitudes, 
behavior, or philosophy, in order to 
demonstrate neighborly love 
towards them. 

In an episode of the "Star Trek: 
Enterprise" television series, Phlox, 
an alien member of the crew 
serving as the ship's doctor, 
encounters a situation in which a 
constituent of the ancestral enemy 
of his species requires his medical 
intervention to survive a lethal dose 
of radiation. The two engage in a 
series of confrontations and dis- 
putes surrounding the historical 
contempt between their peoples. 
Phlox does his best to assure the 
patient, Hudak, that he is only 
interested in his welfare, but 1s met 
with extreme resistance and refusal 
of treatment. Phlox makes a final 
appeal toward their future 


generations. 


PHLOX: You also asked me 1f I 
have children. I have five. And no, 
I never told them my grandmother's 
stories. When they asked me about 
the Antarans, I told them the truth, 
as best as I knew it. I told them 
about our military campaigns 
against your people. About how we 
had demonised you, turned you 
into a faceless enemy. I wanted 
them to learn to judge people for 
what they really are, not what the 
propaganda tells them. 

HUDAK: How would you know 
who we really are? 

PHLOX: I don't. But I'm proud to 
say that my children would 
consider my grandmother's attitude 
archaic. All of them but one. 

We have grown more open-minded 
since the last war, but there are still 
Denobulans who fear Antarans, 
even hate them. My youngest son, 
Mettus, was seduced by those 
people. I did my best to convince 
him he was mistaken. I told him I 
wouldn't tolerate the values he was 
embracing. It created a rift between 
us. Maybe I didn't do enough to 
reach him. Last time we spoke was 
nearly ten years ago. You wanted to 
know what my children would 
think if they were here now. I can 
tell you what Mettus would think. 
He would be happy to have me 
grant your request and let you die. 
But that is not the example I tried 
to set for my children. Why not live 
and set an example for yours? 


Ultimately, Hudak consents to 
treatment and is able to return to 
his planet. As in the parable of the 
good Samaritan, we see that 
treating others in a neighborly 
fashion is not dependent on 
whether they are our "friends." 
Neighborly love as encouraged by 
the gospel exceeds any illusory or 
frivolous "friendship" we might 
formulate from a skewed 
perception of relationships. 

My wife is currently experienc- 
ing the significant challenge of 
being a good neighbor for someone 
with whom she does not possess 
much commonality of belief, out- 
look, or intentions. She has taken it 
upon herself to provide physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support for 
this individual who has proven to 
be, at best, problematic in their 
response. While my wife would 
most likely assert that she does not 
specifically consider this individual 
a "friend" in any conventional 
sense, she understands that in their 
current situation, this person 
benefits more from someone who 
is able to provide real care for 
actual health and well-being and 
not simply for convenience or 
comfort. 

In my wife's daily efforts, I am 
witnessing the good Samaritan in 
action, with all the complications, 
generosity, restraint, and sincerity 
that such living entails. Even the 
expert in the Law who challenged 
Jesus conceded that the true 
neighbor was "the one who showed 
compassion." As Jesus's final 
proposition in that passage states, 
let us all "go and do likewise." 


Nadine Shuler-Draper 


Nadine Avis Nickens 
died peacefully on April 
9, 2022 in her son's home 
in Chatham County, 
North Carolina. She was 
105 years old. 

She was born February 
1, 1917 in D'Lo, 
Mississippi as the first 
child of Robert Leo 
Nickens and Lillian Mae 
Johnson. 

Her father's work in 
forestry led to a child- 
hood in remarkable 
locations. She shared 
vivid stories of the beauty 
of the landscapes of Trés 
Barras, Santa Catherina, 
Brazil; Tenmile, Oregon; 
and Norman's Castle, 
Abaco, The Bahamas. 

She attended St 
Joseph's Academy in St 
Augustine, Florida, then 
lived with her aunt 
Modena Holland to 
graduate from high 
school in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

She moved to Florida 
where she worked for 
Southern Bell. She met 
Georgia Representative 
Laurier Sheffield Bush of 
Mitchell County, Georgia 
and married him on June 
11, 1940 in Columbia, 
Florida. 

They lived on their 
farm, about nine miles 
south of Camilla, 
Georgia. Her son Laurier 
Ross was born in 1941. 
The family moved to 
Homestead, Florida in the 
1950s. There, Nadine and 
Laurier divorced. 

Nadine met Benjamin 
(Ben) Allen Shuler and 
they were wed on July 
17, 1956. They lived at 
235 NW 19th St in 
Homestead for many 
years. Nadine worked for 
Southern Bell. 

After retirement, she 
took up painting, 
mentored by Florida 
painter A. E. Backus. 
Her work delighted the 
friends and family who 
received her canvases of 
Georgia and Florida 
landscapes, poinciana 
trees, and increasingly 


abstract works. 

After Ben died in 
1993, Nadine moved to 
Sun City Center, Florida 
where she met Charles 
Hugh Draper. They 
married July 4, 2002 and 
enjoyed cruises and 
travel. As they became 
less active, Nadine's niece 
Constance Pettit helped 
them live comfortably 
and safely. Her gift of 
care meant Nadine could 
be at home through her 
105th birthday. 

Her spiritual life was 
evident in her kindness 
and warmth. She had an 
ability to uplift and 
inspire friends and 
strangers with her 
positive thinking. She 
was a Religious Science 
Practitioner for over 65 
years, and was trained 
during Ernest Holmes' 
life by his cousin, Idella 
Chadwick. Every 
morning she read the 
Daily Guides of Science 
of Mind Magazine and 
did what she called her 
"work," praying for 
everyone and the world. 

Nadine was prede- 
ceased by her parents; 
stepmother Abigail 
(Abbie) Collins; hus- 
bands Laurier Sheffield 
Bush, Benjamin (Ben) 
Allen Shuler, and Charles 
Hugh Draper; stepchil- 
dren Eugene Dale Shuler 
and Dan Draper; her 
brother Robert Leo 
Nickens Jr., and one step- 
granddaughter. 

Surviving is her son, 
Laurier Ross Bush and 
his wife Marie of Apex, 
NC, her stepchildren 
Christine Dimitrijevich, 
Arlene Byrne, Lisa 
Draper, Kathan Middle- 
miss, Bruce Draper, and 
Charles (Reg) Draper; 
three grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren, five 
step-grandchildren, and 
nine step-great- 
grandchildren. 

The family plans a 
memorial in Florida at 
some point in the coming 
year. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 


info@newsleadermail. com, 305-245-231 | 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 





Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 





Honoring Our Military Heroes; Fact Sheet for those with Limited Earnings 





By Evelyn Linares, 
Public Affairs Specialist 
SSA South Florida Area 





On Memorial Day, 
our nation honors military 
service members who 
have given their lives to 
preserve our freedoms. 
Families, friends, and 
communities come 
together to remember the 


LESLI BURKHEAD 


securing today 
and tomorrow 


great sacrifices of mili- 
tary members and ensure 
their legacies live on. 
The benefits we 
provide can help the 
families of deceased 


military service members. 


For example, widows, 
widowers, and dependent 
children may be eligible 
for Social Security 
survivors benefits. 

You can learn more 
about those benefits at 
Www.ssa.gov/survivors. 
We also offer support to 
wounded warriors. 

Social Security bene- 
fits protect veterans when 
injuries prevent them 
from returning to active 


duty or performing other 
work. Both the Depart- 
ment of Veteran Affairs 
and Social Security have 
disability programs. You 
may qualify for disability 
benefits through one or 
both programs. Read our 
new fact sheet, “Social 
Security Disability and 
Veterans Affairs Disabil- 
ity — How Do They 
Compare?” at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN- 
64-125.pdf. 

Depending on your 
situation, some members 
of your family, including 
your dependent children 
or spouse, may be eligible 
to receive Social Security 
benefits. 

Wounded military 
service members can 
receive quicker process- 
ing of their Social Secu- 
rity disability claims. 

If you are a veteran with 
a 100% Permanent & 
Total compensation rating 


303-252-9603 
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from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, we’ ll 
expedite your disability 
claim. 

Visit www.ssa.gov/ 
woundedwarriors for 
answers to frequently 
asked questions or to find 
information about the 
application process. 

Thinking about retire- 
ment or know a veteran 
who is? Military service 
members can receive 
Social Security benefits 
in addition to their 
military retirement bene- 
fits. For details, visit our 
webpage for veterans, 
available at www.ssa.gov/ 
people/veterans. 

Please share this infor- 
mation with the military 
families you know. 

We honor and thank the 
veterans who bravely 
served and died for our 
country and the military 
service members who 
serve today. 


‘Nov OEN « 


* CK k kK kxk kx x% 





If you have a personal 
my Social Security 
account, you can view 
your Social Security 


- Statement online to learn 


about your future benefits 
and recent earnings 
history. Included with the 
Statement are fact sheets 
that provide useful infor- 
mation based on your age 
group and earnings 
situation. 

Last month, we 
released a new fact sheet 
specifically for people 
with limited earnings. 
The new fact sheet covers 
how you and your family 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when ab his ha or ae. 


e to Buy € 
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members may qualify for 
benefits, including: 

- Supplemental Security 
Income. 

- Social Security 
retirement benefits. 

- Children’s benefits. 

- Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program. 

- Help with health care 
costs — including Medi- 
care, Medicare Savings 
Programs, Extra Help 
with Medicare prescrip- 
tion drug costs, and 
Medicaid. 

Our Benefits Eligibil- 
ity Screening Tool at 
ssabest.benefits.gov is a 
convenient way to find 
potential benefits that 
best fit your situation. 
To learn more, visit our 
Social Security Statement 
webpage at 
www.ssa.gov/my 
account/statement.html. 

Please share this 
article with your friends 
and family. 
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RESULTS 


STAY WITH THE 
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD 

THEME: INVENTIONS AND DOWN CROSSWORD 
INVENTORS 1. Flower part 

ACROSS 2. Painter Chagall 

1. Urban haze 3. Ear-related 

5. Da, oui, or si, e.g. 4. DNA sequence 

8. Drug-induced state 5. Vertical coordinate axis 

12. UK art museum 6. Put out on a curb 

13. Molten rock 7. Poliomyelitis vaccine inventor 

14. Hip-hop or classical, e.g. 8. Life-saving maneuver inventor g 
15. Sportscaster Andrews 9. Machu Picchu group 


10. Sinister 
11. Pecking mother 


16. Angle between branch and offshoot 
17. Bioweapon 





18. Reaper inventor 13. Thin layer a 
20. Muslim holy man 14. Romantic Norwegian composer 
21. Dampish 19. Disturbing public peace i o o _ En a 
22. The invention of hand sanitizer 22. Acquire 

centered on alcohol as this 23. Early one 36 
23. Stitched again 24. Carry away, in a way | En ae L 
26. Decipherable 25. Edison invented things for its 41 42 
30. United Nations labor agency, acr. reproduction E o En a 2 o En 
31. Armed robber, on an Indian 26. Stead 45 46 

subcontinent 27. Flesh of fish E E | P| = 
34. Heart of the matter 28. Foot-forward squat T me 
35. Impertinent 29. Glorify Ha W En En 
37. Be in arrears 32. First commercial revolver inventor 
38. Belgian port city 33. Harry Potter's mail carrier a a E a 
39. European erupter 36. Knitted sweater with open front 
40. Popular women's magazine inventor o _ o ii M E 
42. Back then 38. #4 Down matter, pl. 
43. Make a new sketch 40. Back of the boat 61 
45. Canine's coat 41. Withdraw from working life a a nal B Zz a 
47. Digital audiotape, acr. 44. Frustration, in print 
48. Corner joint 46. Pergolas 
50. crazy 48. Wide-mouth jar inventor 





52. Ground beef steak inventor 49. Intestinal obstruction 


Blazing Fast 


BRING EVERYTHING 


56. Nordic glühwein 50. Undesirable location Internet! 
38. Kind of testimony 52. Certainly YOU LOVE TOGETHER! "S92 


59. Soft twilled fabric of silk or rayon 53. 
60. Casanova, e.g. 54. 
61. Anger on road >: 
62. Flock's affirmation 56. 
63. Short for ensign 

64. NBA shot 


Russia's mountain range 
Indian music 

Big Bang's original matter 
Geological Society of America 


2-YEAR S 99 America’s Top 120 Package — 
Tv PRICE | Q? 190 CHANNELS 
GUARANTEE for12Mos. Including Local Channels! 
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card Promo code: ist100 


1 -888-41 6-71 03 Offer ends 4/13/22 dish A 


All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply 
based on credit qualification. 


South Dade News Leader Weather Summary 


Dade County's Seven Day Forecast 


Cto PoS {E 
Wednesday 


Chance T-storms Chance T-storms Chance T-storms Chance T-storms Mostly Cloudy Sunny 
82/73 81/74 83/73 82/74 81/70 80/72 


Local UV Index Peak Fishing/Hunting Times This Week 
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Comforts from Venus and Neptune 


Thursday 


Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday 


Few Showers 


85/74 
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course, the feeling will 
need to make a special 


last less than two 
minutes. There's relief 
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= a P know because you can lift like a fog. Your 
Weather History be guided by their attitude will be the 
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High Low Normals Precip 





cities in the central United States 
reported record high temperatures 
for the date. The high of 96 
degrees at Omaha, Neb. was an 
April record and the high of 100 
degrees at Lubbock, Texas 


equaled their record for April. 


Low 
9:27 am 
10:29 am 
11:31 am 
12:05 am 
1:03 am 
1:59 am 
2:51 am 


Black Point Park 


High 
3:01 pm 
4:05 pm 
5:12 pm 
6:18 pm 
7:19 pm 
8:13 pm 
9:02 pm 


Bayfront Park 


Low 
10:53 am 
11:59 am 
12:24 am 
1:28 am 
2:27 am 
3:22 am 
4:13 am 


High 
4:24 pm 
5:24 pm 
6:26 pm 
7:28 pm 
8:29 pm 
9:25 pm 
10:16 pm 


Key Largo 


Low 
7:40 am 
8:50 am 
10:00 am 
11:04 am 
12:00 pm 
12:26 am 
1:16 am 


High 
2:06 pm 
3:15 pm 
4:27 pm 
5:36 pm 
6:37 pm 
7:30 pm 
8:16 pm 


82 


68 


83/62 
83/62 
83/62 
83/62 
83/62 
83/62 
84/63 


0.00 


Farmer's Growing Degree Days 


Date Degree Days Date Degree Days 





Growing degree days are calculated by taking th 
for the day and subtracting the base temperature 
average to assess how many growing days are at 








4/16 
4/17 
4/18 


Islamorada 


Low 
8:31 am 
9:41 am 
10:51 am 
11:55 am 
12:21 am 
1:17 am 
2:07 am 


High 
2:13 pm 
3:22 pm 
4:34 pm 
5:43 pm 
6:44 pm 
7:37 pm 
8:23 pm 


Flamingo 


Low 
4:20 am 
5:34 am 
6:48 am 
7:52 am 
8:42 am 
9:22 am 
9:57 am 


High 
8:07 pm 
9:29 pm 
11:04 pm 

None 
1:37 pm 
2:12 pm 
2:42 pm 


Key West 


Low 
7:15 am 
8:31 am 
10:07 am 
12:01 am 
12:51 am 
1:31 am 
2:06 am 


High 
1:46 pm 
3:08 pm 
4:43 pm 
6:09 pm 
7:18 pm 
8:15 pm 
9:03 pm 


e 
(50 degrees) from the 
tain 





To Create a Greener Future, 
Rethink, Reuse and Refill 


StatePoint - Humans produce over 380 
million tons of plastic every year, 
according to Plastic Oceans. Because 
plastic doesn’t biodegrade, it creates 
waste, litter and pollution. But there are 
steps you can take to reduce your own 
contribution to this mounting problem. 
Here are a few ideas to consider this 
Earth Day: 

Hold the plastic: Ordering in 
tonight? Chances are 
you don’t need the 
plastic utensils that 
come with your meal. 
The good news is that 
many online food 
delivery platforms 
offer you the option of 
forgoing plastic forks, 
knives and spoons. 

If this option isn’t 
available, you may be 
able to use a “special 
instructions” field to 
make the same 
request. 

Write right: Switch 
to brands that are working toward 
sustainable solutions, such as Pilot Pen. 
Since 2007, Pilot has been producing 
premium pens with recycled content, 
like B2P. 

B2P (or ‘Bottle-2-Pen’) Gel pens by 
G2 contain 89% post-consumer up- 
cycled plastic, and are the world’s first 
pens made of recycled plastic bottles. 
With 2.5 million plastic bottles entering 
landfills every hour in the United States, 
this is a good example of how 
companies can convert plastic into a 
valuable resource. 

Ditch single-use items: Speaking of 
plastic bottles, the array of amazing 
reusable water bottles available today 
will have you breaking your single-use 
bottle habit in no time. Models today 





include all kinds of innovative features 
that make it easy to make the switch, 
including water filtration, insulation, 
sleek designs and built-in straws. 

But refilling goes beyond just water 
bottles. Eighty-seven percent of Pilot’s 
best-selling pen brands, including B2P, 
G2, Precise and erasable FriXion, are 
100% refillable and reusable? Simply 
swap out the empty ink refill for a fresh 
one and use your 
favorite pen again and 
again. It’s a small step 
| you can take to create 
less plastic waste for 
4 continued use. 

Rethink your 
household routine: 

I Studies show that 

| 39% of shoppers in 

| the United States 
want “sustainable” 
options. Roughly the 
same amount also 
look for premium 
quality from the items 
they choose for their 
families. So many household items are 
packaged in plastic, but more sustain- 
able alternatives are available, from 
zero waste bathroom products to eco- 
friendly cleaning supplies. Product 
packaging 1s also 

getting eco-friendly updates. Roughly 
77% of Pilot’s retail packaging contains 
recycled materials, and the company is 
committed to continuing to increase this 
percentage in the coming years. 
Manufacturers like Pilot make it easier 
to make greener choices without having 
to give up your favorite products. 

The small choices you make matter. 
By reducing your use of plastic today, 
you can help write the story of a more 
sustainable tomorrow. 


Once a problem is 
solved, the solution 
seems obvious. From 
the retrospective, which 
starts at the point of 
solution and continues 
backward, it seems all 
troubles and questions 
line up to bring you to 
the answer. Don't forget 
that when you were 
working your way 
forward through the 
trouble, you had no idea 
what that next right 
move was. A midweek 
conjunction of Venus 
and Neptune directs us 
to get comfortable with 
uncertainty. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 19). It's good to 
have goals, but don't let 
them get in the way of 
loving who you are now. 
With a certain mindset, 
fantasizing obsessively 
about the new and 
improved future you 
could be a form of 
self-rejection. You are 
complete in this 
moment, the only 
moment of action, 
creation and doing. 


TAURUS (April 20- 
May 20). When you 
want to, you can find 
logic in the seemingly 
illogical. You've been 
known to crack codes, 
dispel myths and 
successfully work out 
difficult equations. Even 
so, Sometimes you opt 
for no solution. This 
week brings a lovely 
mystery, the likes of 
which you'd rather enjoy 
than solve. 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21). Sadness can 
stay trapped in you and 
turn into something 
more troublesome. But 
if you let sadness run its 
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needs, wants, values, 
interests and situational 
pressures. This week, 
you'll have tremendous 
luck, regardless of how 
well you know your 
audience. You'll deliver 
the unexpected and be 
well-received. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
New situations make 
you aware of your 
multifaceted inner 
world. It's as though part 
of you is having the 
experience while 
another part of you is 
figuring out how to 
navigate it. Then there's 
the part of you that 
seems to be sitting back 
with a bag of popcorn 
and watching it all. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 

Sept. 22). There are 
many decisions to be 
made this week, some of 
which seem to have the 
power to dramatically 
alter your day-to-day. 
Even so, don't agonize. 
What matters more than 
what you pick is that 
you make the most of 
your choice -- that you 
commit, dig in and 
discover all the treasures 
to be mined there. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). It's easy to get 
SO wrapped up in a 
mental movie that you 
forget to breathe, let 
alone take in the sights, 
sounds, tastes, smells 
and feelings of the 
aa world. If you've 
een depriving yourself 
of sensory satisfaction, 
this is the week to 
remedy it. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 21). The process of 
improving yourself will 
happen naturally. 
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sunshine that evaporates 
it. Since you'll be able to 
see much better in this 
fair emotional weather, 
it's an excellent opportu- 
nity to reevaluate recent 
decisions. Do they work 
in accordance with your 
lighter spirit? 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). You will be 
asked to join a club or 
increase your involve- 
ment in a group. You 
may fear the communal 
agenda will clash with 
your independent spirit, 
but there 1s a way to 
forward your agenda 
and the goals of the 
team all in one go. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). Assumptions 
say more about the 
person making them 
than they do about the 
situation. The more 
innocent your approach, 
the better you'll be at 
seeing things as they 
are. You'll learn what 
people need. You'll 
understand a shared 
truth and come to a 
consensus about reality, 
which gives you 
leverage. 


PISCES (Feb. 19- 
March 20). Nothing 
worth having can be 
purchased with money. 
A highly satisfying 
purchase will have you 
questioning the validity 
of that statement. And 
yet, when the thrill 
wears off, as it even- 
tually must, you settle 
back into the deep 
appreciation of the finer 
and unbuyable things 
that make you truly 
wealthy indeed. 


THIS WEEK'S 
BIRTHDAYS: No 
matter how good it is, 
things can always get 
better; good company is 
usually the key. 
Relationships will buoy 
you. Your work becomes 
more interesting, with 
new elements and twists 
to keep you challenged. 
There's a fun adventure 
in the summer, and a 
change in schedule after 
that. Your physical 
health will love the 
adjustments you make. 
The influence of media 
will spur you on to a 
huge win. 
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maintenance, while also collecting samples and performing routine 
laboratory analyses. Selected candidate must respond to emergency 
call outs during weekends, holidays, and non-business hours to ensure 
continued operation of public facilities. 





Advertise with 
the SDNL 


(J © 
ee | E MANGO WAY 
e 2 © 
COLLECTION SYSTEM rK | culTimeyardneper | > Renting > CZNIE 
Full Time experienced | ® or e 305-245-4800 
TECHNICIAN marine mechanic ° S ili ? e 
ahh i her veep A Studi 1&2 
Wastewater/Water Treatment Plant Lae fle ° ° B ae ; 
| E | Sat 7 am- 12 e Contact the e earoom 
The Ocean Reef Community Association (ORCA), located in North Key at / am pm ° N Leader” Apa rtments = 
Largo, FL, has a Full-Time position available for a Collection System Vacation & Holid e 'NEwsS Leader e starting at Vi C H : C letel r pe 
Technician. The Collection System Technician will be responsible for aceon Pa e . 8 intage Le ome | S A e AAEN 
ai ys Pay, 401K ° ° 6BD/2BA Sitting on 4 acres W/3+ acre producing 
performing technical and maintenance work of the Wastewater and e 305-245 b 960 Avocado grove. Other Fruit Trees includes 
Water Treatment Plant. 305-852-3337 e i B iie ? Ma Peas Banana, si M Por 
l l l inqui ithi creened in patio with open wooden deck perfec 
Selected candidate will record and interpret data to generate A ee x 2311 i per month for entertainment. Gorgeous bird aviary. 
reports for the plant, assist with the operation of a secondary level ° e 4 Car Garage w/ plenty of room for storage. 
350,000 gal/day wastewater treatment plant, wastewater collection © ° T NoWasher [Dryer Property has o e for animals, 
system, and a reverse osmosis water treatment plant and ancillary K INFO@ i Incl l 
facilities. In addition, selected candidate will operate a variety of e NEWSLEADER e | Gated. Pool. Tennis 17901 Biscayne Dr or SW 288 St, 
light construction equipment and wastewater system cleaning and Need to Hire? | ° ° Pet Friend| Homestead, FL 33031 
“Il e MAILCOM e er rrienaty $1,599,000.00 
@ (J 
(J © 


Lesli A Burkhead 
lesliburkhead@realtor.com, 305-282-9603 
Lesli with an "I" for Real Estate 


305-245-2311 


info@newsleader 
mail.com 


High School Diploma or equivalent is required. Community College 
and/or Correspondence courses in utility infrastructure are 
desirable. A valid Florida Driver License is required. A Florida Class 
C Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator License is desirable but not 
required. One (1) to three (3) years of experience is preferred. 


Please visit orcareef.com to view the full 
job description/requirements and apply online. 
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COFFO Food Pantry 
Monday - Friday, 9am to 5 pm, 


¢ 778 W. Palm Drive, Florida City 


f lla 


| a 

/ sof Ose WY WL, 
NOTICE OF | Mis. ESZ 
PUBLIC SALE — 


CITY TOW gives Notice 
of Foreclosure of Lien 
and intent to sell these 
vehicles on 5/25/2022 
at 8:30 am. Auction will 
take place at 220 S. 
FLAGLER AVE, 
HOMESTEAD FL 
33030, pursuant to 
subsection 713.78 of the 
Florida Statutes. CITY 
TOW reserves the right 
to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids. 





Homestead Soup 


Kitchen 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
12 noon to 1 p.m., to go 

¢ 105 SW 3rd Ave., Homestead 


Farm Share Drive-Thru rei, 
Food Distribution oak e's, 
Te RA 


Sponsored by MDC Police 


NRU South came ae 
Wed., April 27, 2022, 9 am to noon soas sontot Food Pantry 





2009 HOND . : Silver Palm United Methodist Church 
5FNYF48969B009120 TAO VLOA S Naranja; 2303 Every Friday, 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm Burton M ial 
Masks Required Food B k orta 
April 22, 2022 : ood Ban 
e 15855 SW 248th St., Homestead 
City of Homestead Ry; Every Monday and Wednesday 
NOTICE OF Council Meeting Three Virtues E D A A TA 
PUBLIC SALE ; ; very Tuesday and Thursday 
Ae pa ne wee Monthly Free Food £ - E 5 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Mad Dog Recovery, Inc. ee A Distribution ¢ 93001 Overseas Hwy., Tavernier 


gives notice of foreclo- 100 Civic Court, Homestead 


sure of lien and intent to 
sell these vehicles 


iy 
Second Friday of each month. KA 
8:00 am to 9:45 am or until supplies run out. 


SOS at St. Justin’s CC 


pursuant to section 
713.78 of the Florida 
Statutes. Sale date 
5/16/2022 and 5/29/22, 
at 8:00 am, located at 
which is 1850 NW 23 St 
Miami, FL 33142. 

Mad Dog Recovery, Inc. 
reserves the right to 
accept or reject any/all 
bids. 


05-16-2022 
2019 Jeep 
1C4GJXAGOKW533921 


05-29-2022 
2022 Hyundai 
KMHRB8A35NU 133745 


April 22, 2022 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC SALE 


V.I.P. TOWING CORP. 
GIVES NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE OF 
LIEN AND INTENT TO 
SALE VEHICLE 
PURSUANT TO SUB- 
SECTION 713.78 THE 
FLORIDA STATUTES 
THAT ON 05/05/2022, 
05/14/2022 AND 
05/15/2022 AT 12:00 PM 
AT 322 N.W. 9th TER. 
HOMESTEAD FL. 
33030 V.I.P. TOWING 
CORP. RESERVE THE 
RIGHT TO REJECT 
AND/OR ALL BIDS. 


05/05/2022 
2018 NISSAN MAXIMA 
1N4AA6AP1JC464498 


05/14/2022 

2010 KIA SOUL 
KNDJT2A12A7136573 
2008 FORD EDGE 
2FMDK38C08BA73614 


05/15/2022 
2008 DODGE CALIBER 
1B3HB28B88D641319 
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To publish Public Notice 
Legal Ads, send to 
info@newsleadermail.com 
Print deadline for 
submissions is 


Wednesday, 12 noon. 
305-245-2311. 
ann@newsleader- 
mail.com 





beautiful 


ILLEGAL DUMPING 


Code Compliance Homestead Police 
305-224-5580 305-247-1535 


Citywide Cleanup Day 


Saturday, April 30, 2022 @ 9:00 AM 


Homestead Police Station 
45 Northwest Ist Ave, Homestead, FL 33030 


1 


W pá 
Covid Testing and At-Home 


Test Pickup (1 per person) 
Monday-Sunday, 9 am to 5 pm 
¢ 300 NW 12th St., Homestead 


Church of Christ 


Food Pantry 

3rd Friday of the month, 

4 pm to 6 pm, 

¢ 17700 SW 280th St., Homestead 





¢ Held behind the Homestead Housing 

Office, 15951 SW 292nd Ter, Homestead 

If you or someone you know is experiencing a food 
emergency, call Three Virtues at 786-377-3516 
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 pm and ask for 
emergency food assistance. 


Covid-19 Vaccine 


Site Information 

(county, state and federal) in 

Miami-Dade https://www.miamidade.gov/ 
global/initiatives/ 
coronavirus/vaccine/home.page 


Covid-19 Drive-Thru Testing 


Homestead Air Reserve Park 
Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and 

Sat, 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

¢ 12200 SW 268 Street, Homestead 

Entrance ison SW 268th St by SW 122nd Ave 
Minors must arrive with a guardian, 

Results by email or text in 3-5 days, 
Appointments are strongly encouraged, 

Age 5+, No Symptoms Required. 


Community 


Food Pantry open every Monday 
3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
e 105500 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo 


PTIT 
wRAr” 


FEEDING 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
Feeding South Florida 
Drive-Thru 


Food Distributions 

Every Thursday, 9am 

e Loren Roberts Park, 627 NW 6th Ave. 
Florida City 


SOUTH DADE ~~ 


NEWSLEADER 


Calendar |Seas 


HOMESTEAD 


sponsored by 


For complete calendar listings and to submit your community event, please visit: southdadenewsleader.com/calendar 


Readers Value Community Newspapers 


Community newspapers connect with readers by providing the news they need and advertising they rely 
on. Local readers regard community newspapers as highly valuable and important sources of information. 


A survey of community newspaper readers concluded community newspapers are: 


EDUCATIONAL 


HELPFUL 


ENGAGING 





94% of EEEE 
think local newspapers 
are informative. 


71% of TECE 
believe newspaper advertising 
inserts help them make better 

purchasing decisions. 


72% of readers 
are entertained by local 
newspapers. 
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Orange Herbed Lemon Chicken 
1 whole chicken, cut up rinsed and dried 


1/4 cup light olive oil 

1/4 cup lime juice or lemon juice 
1/4 cup orange juice 

1/2 teaspoon sea salt 

1/4 teaspoon pepper 

2 teaspoons minced garlic 


2 tablespoons chopped fine fresh parsley 
2 tablespoons chopped fine fresh rosemary or 
2 tablespoons thyme chopped or both (I used both) 


Love fresh herbs!! 
1/2 lemon, sliced peeling on 





Delicious Spring Dinner 


Life is Delicious in South Florida with Linda Ogden Epling 


We all are looking to bring delicious new chicken flavors to our dinner table. 


This chicken dish is one you'll love to make for Spring. 


The ingredients make this chicken tender, juicy, and so delicious. 
Combine it on your table with fresh spring vegetables such as broccoli, 


green beans, asparagus and maybe even a fresh green salad. 


At the end of a good meal I always appreciate the sharing expression 
of a delicious dessert. With our local strawberries coming to an end 


I had to do poundcake with sugared strawberries on top. 
It’s a great ending to a Springtime dinner. 


In a bowl whisk together olive oil, lemon or lime juice, 
orange juice, sea salt, pepper, minced garlic, chopped 


parsley, chopped fresh rosemary or thyme or both and 
1/2 lemon sliced. Set aside. 

Place fresh chicken in large ziplock bag or lay in 
shallow pan. Pour mixture you have whisked together 
over chicken. Refrigerate to marinate at least five 
hours or overnight you may even marinate up to 24 


hours. Turn chicken over once. Remove chicken from 
Ziploc bag and place skin side up in oven proof baking 
dish and lay lemon slices on top of chicken. 


Bake 375° for 60 to 75 minutes uncovered. 
Wonderful! Great to serve company. 


2 sticks butter 
3 cups sugar 
6 eggs 


Whipping Cream Pound Cake with 
Fresh Sugared Strawberries and Whipped Cream 


3 cups all purpose white flour sifted three times 
1/4 teaspoon baking soda 

1/2 pint heavy whipping cream 

l teaspoon vanilla extract 


Cream butter and gradually add sugar, creaming well 
at least 2 to 3 minutes on medium speed. 

Add eggs one at a time, beating well after each 
addition. Add flour and baking soda alternately with 
whipping cream, beating again very well 2 to 3 
minutes. Batter will be thick. Pour batter into a 
greased and floured tube pan or greased and floured 
Bundt pan. Bake 325° for 1 hour 25 minutes. 


Italian Food Company announces new 
Executive Chef Benjamin Loftus 


Italian Food Company 
is pleased to announce 
the appointment of 
seasoned culinary 
innovator Benjamin 
Loftus to the position of 
Executive Chef, Vice 
President of Culinary 
Operations. 

Loftus joins the 
Italian Food Company 
team with over two 
decades of experience at 
some of the Upper Keys 
more notable prominent 
restaurants. 

Chef Loftus started 
his career in the Florida 
Keys over twenty years 
ago, perfecting and 
bringing French 
cuisine to distinquished acclaim 
during his tenure in Islamorada. 

He was a foodie favorite, 
elevating the dining experience at 
Pierre’s to one of the top four 
restaurants in Florida. His 
subsequent roles with Cheeca 
Lodge and Spa and The Hungry 
Tarpon expanded his techniques 
and styles into New American and 
Coastal cuisines. 











Chef Benjamin Loftus 


ALCO 


Windows and Doors 


Chef Loftus 
has been featured 
in Every Day with 
Rachel Ray, Flor- 
ida Travel + Life, 
Travel + Leisure, 
Coastal Living, 
and Islands 
magazine to name 
a few. 

“We are 
“E excited to have 
~*~ Ben join the team 
= and bring some 
classic and new 
favorite Italian 
dishes come to 
~] life for our grand 

~ Opening in Isla- 
morada. He’s gained the 
respect and admiration of many 
people in the Florida Keys,” said 
Anthony Wright, Italian Food 
Company Co-owner. 

“Italian Food Company presents 
a unique opportunity for me to 
innovate, grow and bring a new 
dining experience to the Keys. 
Italian cuisine is beautifully simple, 
with so many options to delight 
guests. We’ve already discussed 
preliminary additions to the menu 








for Islamorada, and we’ ll add 
specials to the menu as I’ve done in 
the past,” said Benjamin Loftus. 

Italian Food Company is a 
Bar-Trattoria style restaurant with 
authentic southern Italian cuisine, 
Neapolitan (Naples-style) pizza and 
a fare of desserts, pastries, snacks, 
sandwiches and imported Italian 
goods. Founded by Anthony and 
Isis Wright in 2020, their wish was 
to share the authenticity and 
warmth of traditional Italian 
trattorias and eateries abroad. All 
products are sourced from Italy, 
dishes are all home-made and in 
many cases family recipes. They 
own and operate two locations in 
the Florida Keys. Key Largo 
features outdoor dining, with 
covered patios, and a landscaped 
garden, open for lunch and dinner. 
Islamorada is set to open in late 
Spring of 2022 and will offer 
indoor dining, two unique sit-down 
bars, expanded menu, open for 
lunch and dinner. Both locations 
offer unique market items and to-go 
delights. 

Learn more at 
italianfoodcompany.com 


KoleyNt 


sere Malta nz 


Celebrating 105 years of serving the South Dade business community 
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This poundcake is worth the weight of baking time. 
The cake is crusty on the outside and has a soft tender 
texture on the inside. Yovu’ll be tempted to take the 
cake out at about an hour because the outside is 
already golden brown. Do not. Test carefully without 
moving the cake too much with a thin long wooden 
skewer. The cake is done when no crumbs or dried 
crumbs are on the skewer. Let cake cool at least 

15 minutes before removing from pan. 

I like to dust top of cooled cake with powdered sugar 
when I place it on a cake stand before serving time. 
It makes anice presentation! 


Fresh Sugared Strawberries 
] quart fresh strawberries 
1/4 cup white sugar 


Wash and dry strawberries. Cut off stems and slice into 
bite-size pieces. Place sliced strawberries in a bowl. 
Sprinkle sugar on top and stir lightly. Cover and chill 
until serving time. Stir before serving. Don’t forget the 
nan cream to he off your delicious meebo desert. 
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The Ultimate Patio Party 


StatePoint - 





fed with light bites like 
Vietnamese summer rolls, 
charcuterie, fresh dips, 
seasonal veggies, cold 
pasta and fruit. 

Fun Games - Keep LE MSE RANTS NOON 
spirits high with fun activities. Cava games like 
cornhole, spikeball and oversized Jenga are perennial 
favorites. For those that prefer to take it easy, be sure 
to include games that can be played at the table, like 
Cards Against Humanity and its various iterations. 

Surprising Libations - Hard teas are trending, 
hard. They make for a delicious daytime sipper on 
their own, but can also serve as the perfect base for 
warm weather cocktails -- especially when they’re 
made from authentic ingredients. Lagunitas’ 
Disorderly TeaHouse, a 100-calorie, gluten-free, 
premium spiked, sparkling tea is brewed using 
guayusa leaves -- an Amazonian botanical herb -- 
and features natural fruit flavors, like yuzu lemon, 
raspberry and blackberry. Try it alone or make this 
simple slushie recipe your party’s signature cocktail: 
lagunitas.com/story/disorderly-teahouse-slushie. You 
can pick up the main ingredient -- Disorderly 
TeaHouse -- at Sprouts, Whole Foods or Trader Joe’s. 

Great Jams - The right music can make a good 
party great. Be the perfect host by just hitting play on 
“Steep Cuts” playlist from Lagunitas. Featuring 
artists like Kurt Vile, The Linda Lindas and Jack 
White, it celebrates all things disorderly like mosh 
pits, sound blasting out of garages, and dancing with 
wild abandon. Find it on Spotify. 


Shop. 
Drink. 
Dine. 





Hurricane Season is Approaching. Is Your Home Ready for the Next Storm? 


TAs the temperatures begin to rise, severe weather isn't far behind. That's why your home needs impact windows and doors. These products are made to withstand hurricane-force winds, so you can feel secure knowing that your 
home and family will be adequately protected during any storm. 
Alco Windows and Doors believes you deserve a better path to protecting your home and family. We offer the best impact windows and doors experience by focusing on two goals: superior product quality and outstanding customer service. 
Not only do our windows and doors keep you safe during a storm, but they also provide many other significant: 
+ Experience improved energy efficiency. Most homeowners see hundreds of dollars in savings annually on their utility bills. + Impact glass filters out harmful UV rays that can unnecessarily damage furniture and cause health issues. 
+ Harden your home’ exterior from home invasions. Impact windows and doors do not shatter without significant time and energy from perpetrators. 

+ Reduces your home insurance rates. The increased protection and efficiency of impact windows and doors qualify you for discounts from 


many insurance agencies. 


+ Improve your home's sound dampening. Reduce exterior noises by as much as 40%. 


Our products are solid and durable, but they also improve the appearance of your home. You'll love how our impact windows and doors transform the 


look of your home - making it both safer and more stylish. 


By supporting Alco Windows and Doors, you'll also be uplifting a locally focused, veteran-owned, and operated company. After returning from 
overseas deployment, our founder, Marine Sergeant Luis Alvarez, decided to create a better experience for his friends and neighbors. 


Since 2017, he has ensured Alco remains committed to: 


+ Helping customers understand the science and benefits behind 


impact doors and windows. 


+ Providing access to multiple and flexible payment options that 


fit every budget. 


+ Offering quality service that doesn't stop until we exceed your 


expectations 


+ Alco Windows and Doors is an A+ Rated Company by The Better 


Business Bureau. 


Alco Windows and Doors is a proud member of the South Dade 
Chamber of Commerce. We believe our communities can be safer and 
stronger when people understand how best to protect their homes, 
families, and livelihood. Together, Alco and the SDCC are making this 


goal a reality! 


Learn more about our impact windows and doors at www.alcoimpact. 
com or call us today at (786) 686-1025 to schedule a free consultation! 


OUR SERVICES 


e Comprehensive Shoulder Care with 
Arthroscopic Surgical Services 

e Knee Arthroscopy and Replacement 

e Experienced Physical Therapy 

e Non-surgical care of spine disorders 

e X-ray and Fluoroscopic Guided Procedures 

e Platelet Rich Plasma PRP Center 

e Knee, Hip and Shoulder Replacements 


941 N Krome Ave Homestead FL 33030 
(305)248-6311 
www.homesteadbones.com 


Homestead Orthopedic 
Associates 





Dr. Richard Glosser 





Homestead, FL 33031-1454 
$1,290,000 


Redland location is a hidden gem, minutes from winery 
and Taste of the Redlands. Custom 3 bed/3 bath home on 
2.23 acres, fully fenced with a detached garage/workshop, 


stables, tack room. New roof in 2021 on both house and 
garage/workshop, new wood plank flooring in bedrooms, 
new a/c. Ready for your personal touch. Per Seller, main 
house 4000 sq ft, living area 700 sq fi, covered porch/ 
garage/barn 2100 sq ft and stables 1000 sq ft. 


Contact me to get a free market analysis 
on today’s market value 


yj of your home. ROY. 
A 1F June Makis, PA 
Realtor/Associate Dir ect: 305-216-1211 
JuneMakis sef.mixchange.com ¢ Junemakis@gmail.com 


Residential Sales & Rentals ° Property Management ° Commercial Sales 








